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Communications for insertion next month must reach the Editor not later than 
the last 
Thursday of this month (February 25). 
The Editor accepts no responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed by 
authors of articles or in speeches at meetings. 


WHAT KIND OF SOCIETY IS TOC H? 


Last month the Honorary Administrator set himself and all of us two questions about Toc H— 
Why does Toc H exist ? and Is Toc H facing both ways ?—and attempted to answer them both. 
In the article which follows he asks another fundamental question and “ thinks aloud” about 
the answer,“ with no idea” (as he said lait month)“ of committing the family to anything he says.” 


apt? is the most difficult question of all. It is the most important, and it is 
controversial. Or rather, controversy hangs upon it, for on the answer 
depends not only what Toc H may do, but what it may not do, which is a more 
serious matter, 


I have never met any society at all like Toc H. And I have never met anyone 
else who has. I a/moff agree with the people who say it is unique. Its being 
unique—if it is so—did not matter very much when hardly anyone, even among 
its members, believed that the thing was going to succeed. It is beginning 
to matter now. For things which are unique are apt to have a bad time in 
a world which is becoming more and more standardised and classified. Unkind 
people want to run steam-rollers over them, to flatten them out, to cut them 
into convenient shapes and generally to fit them for the labels which simplify 
life for us by saving us the trouble of thinking. Kind people want to improve 
them, to set them on the right way, to make them more effective, to get them to 
do something. Some of these kind people have their eyes on Toc H now. 
‘They love it, quite possibly, as much as I do, but they are thinking of certain 
causes, admirable causes, behind which they wish to see ranged the whole 
cof its growing power. Even I can think of such causes. But, from force of 
circumstances rather than from choice, I happen to be Administrator. And 
J imagine that my main job as such is to advocate, in season and out of season, 
even against my best friends, the right of Toc H to be itself. I do not wish to 
wake up one morning and find Toc H developed into a propagandist society, 
even if I entirely agree with the cause it proposes to support. Ido not say that 
Toc H is better than many admirable, and apparently more effective, societies 
I know ; just as I do not say that convinced Christians are better than other 
people. They are different; and Toc H is different, and ought, I think, to 


remain so. 
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In April, 1919, Tubby was writing this :—“ What, then, is to happen to the 
fellowship of Talbot House? It is plainly too great to lose. Its lovers have 
a dream of finding some house, a difficult task ; and the rent thereof, a task 
not less difficult ; of hoisting the old signboard there, and taking the conse- 
quences.” ‘There was somehow or other to be a place where the fellowshi 
could be re-assembled, and the Elder Brethren remembered. For the rest, of 
what was to be done, “ its lovers” had no idea, except—rather an important 
exception—that they were to seek “God’s will for Talbot House in town.” It 
was an odd way of starting a world-wide society, of building the thing which the 
Birthday Festival of 1925 signified. But these people were not thinking of that. 
They saw clearly the way, if not the means, to the first step, and that was enough. 


Professor L. T. Hobhouse, writing in a book called “ Social Development,” 
on the interaction of minds, contrasts the business organisation—as the type of 
human association which has been designed or planned for a definite purpose 
or end—with the community. The first may be so big that the individual 
worker, or member, may have no idea of the thing as a whole, of anything but 
his own little part init. But the distinguishing mark of this type of association 
is that some one in it sees, or has seen, beyond it, that the whole thing is planned 
for the workers or members, though they may not knowit. The “community” 
is quite different, for “ whatever brains go into the conduét of the community 
it is certain that its general outlines have never been successfully planned. 
It has taken shape as men growing up or thrown together have shaken down 
into a pattern of life which no one deliberately lays down.” I have said already 
that no one has designed or planned Toc H, that it has grown, has happened. 
Clearly, I think, it is a society of the community type, and not a society organised 
and planned for a specific purpose, like a business concern, or the societies of 
erik I shall say a word in a moment. The fact that we are an Association 
incorporated by Royal Charter must not mislead us. The law does not provide 
for the incorporation of communities in the sense in which we are using the word. 
We have had to adopt, for certain quite limited purposes, the same kind of 
legal clothing as the Church Building Society and the Inebriates’ Reformation 
and After-care Association, both of which are societies of the kind that I am 
concerned to show that Toc H is wor. But the faé that I find an overcoat 
necessary does not make me an overcoat. Neither does the form of incorpora- 
tion or the definition of its objets in the Charter of itself make the Toc H move- 
ment any the less a community, a living, growing thing. 


Let us add to the two societies I have just mentioned a few more, the Ostrich 
and Fancy Feather Trade Society, the National Citizens’ Union, the National 
Protestant League, the Canine Defence League, the Anglo-Catholic Congress— 
these perhaps make a sufficiently impartial lis. All of these, Professor 
McDougall would tell us I expect, are like Toc H, the “ work of the gregarious 
impulse operating in conjunction with other impulses.” They all have a definite 
common interest which must be shared by the people who belong to them, 
however diverse these people may be in all other ways. The impulse which 
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“ combined with the gregarious impulse ” in the forming of these and innumer- 
able other societies of the same type was the conviction or the feeling that certain 
things want to be done or certain opinions want to be propagated. IfI 
share the conviction or give way to the feeling, I may join the appropriate 
society and derive real satisfa€tion from so doing, even if I dislike everything 
about my fellow-members except the convition or the feeling which we share. 
These are societies of fractions of people, of abstractions from people. Behind 
my interest in defending canines or keeping up the price of fancy feathers is 
the real we, most of which stops outside when I go, if I ever do go, to the meetings 
of these societies. Now in Toc H we may, and sometimes do, dislike our 
fellow members’ opinions intensely, but we cannot be happy in the family if 
we dislike shew. And I have suspected for some time that one of the peculiarities 
of Toc His that it is not a society of fractions of people, of abstractions from 
people, but of whole men. It has seemed to me increasingly during the last 
three years a thing into which we can and do bring more and more of our real 
selves, of that inner life which is often “ dimly guessed at by those who know 
us best, and only very imperfeétly realised even by ourselves.” And I have 
seemed to see, as a result of this, numbers of men learning a great deal, often 
with quite curious results. This of course is to be expected if it be true, as I 
have no doubt it is, that it is this inner life which makes, and can re-make, 
the outer life which other people see. But Toc H is not merely, so it seems to me, 
a society of whole men as distinét from a colle@ion of people banded together 
because they agree about certain things. It is becoming more and more 
conscious of itself as a whole. The Albert Hall gathering on December 19 
was a severe test of this and there was not any doubt about the result. There 
were people there who did not ‘belong’, but most of them ‘belonged’ before the end. 
They had become conscious of the family. The real member of Toc H is con- 
scious of this all the time. The family is becoming more and more a part of 
his real life, and a source of Strength to him. It does not consist for him of 
people with whom he combines for particular purposes, material, intellectual 
or spiritual, or exist to spread particular opinions. He takes the other members 
with all their opinions, however preposterous he may think them, with all the 
marks of difference between him and them, and—at least at the moments when 
consciousness of the family grips him hardest—he does not want to alter them 
or their opinions one little bit. He sees how the diversities contribute to the 
life of the family, and it is the life of the family he cares about, and the fact 
that it is helping him to find his own real life. There is something more to be 
said about this than we shall find in Professor Hobhouse, but for the moment 
let us go back to him. He talks about group mentality and he contrasts the 
types of mentality developed in different kinds of groups. The main difference 
he notes is that between groups in which the individual is conscious only of a 
very small part of the whole that he belongs to, and groups in which some or 
even all of the members are aware of the whole as such. The former, he says, 
are in the eyes of psychologists, networks of minds operating each with its own 
ends in view. The others are something more. The interaction of the members 
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on one another produces a higher and more comprehensive system of thought 
ot life. There results a specific mental system to which each member makes a 
partial but articulate contribution. This is a severely bald interpretation 
of a thing about which the instin& of the members of Toc H is quite clear and 
sure. Whenever they are gathered together in numbers what they want most of 
all is not to talk, or be talked to, about this or that, however interesting or 
important, but to be helped to realise, more clearly than before, the unity of 
the family and its reality and its worth. 


One of Barkis’ many gifts to Toc H is his insistence from the earliest days that 
Toc H is a family. Here is another word that wants to be looked at critically. 
A family is a quite special type of community. It rests on physical fatts 
independent of the opinions, and purposes, and dispositions, of the people who 
compose it. Unless underlying Toc H there are facts similarly independent of 
us, and unless we recognise that they exist, it is sentimental, to say the least, 
to call it a family. Now I think it is true that Toc H to-day, as when it began, 
bases its fellowship simply and definitely on the Fatherhood of God, and knows 
that it cannot be realised except through the power of our Lord Jesus Chris. 
The point to hold and maintain is that this is the very essence of the movement. 


Very many people nowadays recognise not only the worth of fellowship 
but.its necessity. “We cannot be ourselves without others. If I am to be 
all that my capacity for the family affections would have me be, I mutt live ina 
family, and if I would be any of the things that would make me a man I mut 
for their completeness live in a society. I must do so, not primarily for what I 
get from society but for what I give, not for what I receive but for what I spend, 
for my own impulses, cravings, capacities that I fulfil in social life.” Professor 
Hobhouse takes us as far as this. But there is more to be said. Let F. R. 
Barry take us further. “Fellowship is no automatic growth. It is made 
possible by Christ. (It is) the consummation of that natural tendency to 
co-operation, traceable all through the order of the Universe, which is the divine 
love coming to its fulfilment. . . . But all love, (and) all progress in co-operation 
necessarily involves sacrifice. No group can remain at the level of true fellow- 
ship if it is content to be a closed system. For there is in genuine fellowship 
an impulse to be always sharing its life with others. An intense consciousness 
of antagonism against some other group may stimulate for a time a strong sense 
of group-unity. (But this) is not lasting, and it is less than fellowship. For 
that fellowship should consist in opposition to other fragmentary fellowships 
is plainly enough self-contradiftory. Fellowship is by nature inclusive. The 
Fellowship of the Christian Society ». . is a world-enlisting enterprise against 
all which makes genuine fellowship impossible. It is love sacrificing itself 
to conquer hate.” 


Now we can see, I think, not only why in the prayer for all members of Toc H 
we dare to say that God made it, but why we call Toc H a family. But we 
must face the consequences of what we say. A family, if it deserves the name 
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at all, is a fellowship the breaking up of which is unthinkable. And Toc H 
began just because the fellowship of Talbot House was plainly too great to 
lose, and because “ its lovers”? were clear that God had some purpose for it, 
if it would survive. It is clear to me now that some of us, many of us perhaps, 
will have to make sacrifices for Toc H of a sort that we never expected to be 
asked to make. We shall not, it is true, be asked to give up or even to compro- 
mise our own convictions. But we shall be asked to throw away our chances, 
be they great or small, of getting the whole weight of Toc H, or the bulk of it, 
behind causes that are very near to our hearts. For, if we were to win, we should 
be breaking up the family, however small the number who had to go because 
they could not support our cause. We should be setting one fragmentary 
fellowship against another. However little we succeeded, we should have 
begun to destroy Toc H. We should be lowering it from the level of the family, 
even from the level of a community, and setting it on the way to become a 
propagandist society. That would clearly wot be Toc H, even if we called it so. 
It would be tragic to throw away Toc H for any such purpose, when all good 
causes, and some bad ones, have, or can have, all the propagandist societies 
they want. But there is a far stronger reason for not doing it. There are few 
people better fitted than F. R. Barry to tell Toc H what fellowship really and 
truly means. If he is right in what he has said, and if I am right in thinking 
that the essential purpose for Toc H is that it should spread far and wide wherever 
it can cross all diversities of class and origin, of occupation and opinion—a 
fellowship which we hope that God will use as He used that of the Old House— 
if this is so, then truly [ think that none of us need be grieved if Toc H cannot 
agree to support all the causes we have at heart. We are free to do what we 
can for those causes elsewhere. In Toc H, whatever our differences, in fact 
because of them, we are privileged to work for some greater thing, greater than 
we can fully realise ; and, because that is its job, Toc H as a society must keep 
out of many controversies in which its members take different sides. People 
say, and will say, that this is senseless, that to achieve anything in this way 
is impossible. That is not our concern. We know it would be impossible if 
we were trying to do it. But, looking back to the origin of the movement and 
the history of it, we are content to say, with the 1922 Birthday Conference, 
that Toc H is, and intends to remain, a family. And we know who is the Head 
af the family. And we “leave it there.” 


AN IMPORTANT NOTE 


When I wrote the little article which appears above, there seemed just a chance that the 
controversy at which I hinted might end in agreement—in agreement, not as to “‘ the merits 
of the case,” but as to the course which Toc H ought to take. That has not happened. 
George MacLeod, who came to us as Glasgow Padre in September, 1924, has resigned his 
appointment, on the ground that the Central Executive and the Founder Padre decline to 
commit Toc H, as a Society to supporting the cause of intercommunion. He does not propose 
to resign from Toc H; there is good reason to believe that in his new sphere he will take an 
active part in its work and that he may have a new contribution to make. But, as Toc H 
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cannot, and will not, commit itself as a body to support a cause on which his heart is set, 
he cannot continue to be its one whole-time representative in Scotland. 

The Central Executive have accepted George MacLeod’s resignation with the deepest regret, 
and a Statement explaining the position they have felt themselves bound to take up will be 
printed in the March number of the Journat. 

The discussion of this difficult question has lasted for thirteen months, and | think it can 
fairly be said that every attempt has been made to reach a “ happy ending ” without sacrifice 
of principle. What can be said with certainty is that among the people who have taken part 
in the discussions no “ friendships formed in Toc H” have been broken; they have rather 
been strengthened. 

There perhaps it is best to leave it. Icannot yet see where we went wrong. It still seems 
so clearly right that George MacLeod should be the first Toc H Padre in Scotland. As for the 
future all that can be said at the moment is that the Glasgow Branch, devoted to George 
MacLeod and agreeing with him, has yet decided to goon as a Branch of Toc H. It has a very 
difficult situation to face, but I have no doubt that it will succeed. P. W. M. 


A NEW PILGRIM’S PROGRESS.—XII 


: THE CLEAR COROLLARY. 


ES the whole household of Toc H, 1925 has been too startling an experience 
of the will of God and of the power of prayer, to spoil with any over- 
estimate of the results achieved. Everywhere Toc H is still beginning, or even 
beginning to begin. Its overseas units are small in everything but spirit, and 
far apart in everything but the faith that maketh not ashamed. Some units— 
Adelaide, for example—have already found their feet. Others, especially in 
U.S.A., ate just struggling for a foothold. In the lives of those whom God 
gave us, Toc H dwells deep; but these men everywhere, at home and still 
more in the wide vistas of the great continents, are in an immeasurable minority ; 
often they are the merest handful, fired by a single visit with something they 
have had no other means of studying and testing. 


With any lesser thing, this whole method of campaign would be courting a 
collapse. Yet it has been the same from the beginning ; and scarcely a single 
group has succumbed, in all our history. Why? Because, as St. Theresa said, 
while two pence go not far towards the building of a great shrine, two pence aad 
God will build it. There are helpless invalids, whose sick-beds day and night 
have been altars of intercession for Toc H all these years. There are the clear- 
eyed men beyond who (as Sawbones pi€tures them) are venturing to tell great 
saints about Toc H, and beg their power of prayer. Most strange of all, perhaps, 
the members themselves, work-a-day men and women in this humdrum world, 
never (I trust) close an evening together or pray their own prayers without 
seeking (in what way they will) to add their quota to the sustaining of the whole 
family in that faith which is both a vision and an allegiance for every day. 


The clear corollary to 1925 is therefore a simple regular system of prayer 
for Toc H overseas. It is too early yet to elaborate and expand this, as it must 
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be expanded, to include prayers for Toc H at home, special names and special 
needs, great causes for penitence and courage. All this will come in time ; and 
I would invite those who have especially urgent problems for prayer to write 
to “ Brother Michael” at the Porch Room, who, with his deep experience, 
has undertaken to be our servant in this great task. Subjeéts for intercession, 
All Hallows may be sent him as often as you have need; and if you wish it 
he will post you a small block of forms on which intercessions and thanksgivings 
can be most readily sent in. 


Meanwhile, think well what it means that the whole future of Toc H overseas 
hangs on the steadfastness of group after group of inconspicuous men, going about 
doing what good they may, and learning to extend that view of life which shows 
it to be clear and clean only if it is being quietly lifted, broken, and given. 
This they must stand fast to do in centres more materialistic than most cities in 
England, and among fellow-men who repudiate the whole conception with con- 
vinced and experienced obstinacy. 


Toc H depends on these Groups for all that lies before it in our lifetime. 
These Groups depend on you, who sent us out to call them into being, as you 
have now sent Harry Ellison to South Africa. Your highest fulfilment of 
fellowship towards them is through your prayers for them, day by day. 


Here is Pat’s simple scheme :— 


Å WEEK'S CYCLE OF PRAYER FOR Toc H OVERSEAS. 


Days and subjes. Suggested passage. 
Monday. The beginnings in the United States. Ephes. I, 16-19. 
Tuesday. Canada. Ephes. ITI, 14-19. 
Wednesday. New Zealand and Tasmania. Coloss. I, 9-11. 
Thursday. Australia. Thess. IIT, 6-13. 
Friday. Federated Malay States and Straits 

Settlements. 2 Thess. J, 11-12. 

Saturday. India and Ceylon. 2 Thess. II, 13-17. 
Sunday. Jerusalem, and South Africa. 2 Thess. III, 4, 5& 16. 


This, is of course, the merest outline so far; but, if agreed upon, we can go 
further with a few details and pivotal names. In some cases, an understanding 
sympathy with their immediate problems can be gained by a closer study of 
any items about them in the JourNAL. J am also venturing to attempt a series 
of informal talks at All Hallows on our experiences in each country and the 
resultant challenge to prayer for each place. If desired by those who are far 
from All Hallows, notes of these addresses could be distributed, though they 
are too personal to publish. The purpose aimed at is not merely descriptive 
as in the Leétures, but a definite attempt to marshal the main issues for prayer. 
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Mea nwhile I have every sympathy with those who, through sheer humility, 
feel incapable of praying effectively for such tremendous themes, and, with no 
disloyalty to their brothers, cannot face the framing of a fitting prayer for them. 
May I suggest, as a beginner, to beginners a very simple way. Pause after one 
of the first three clauses of the Lord’s own Prayer, and add quietly “ this day 
in——” naming the continent to which the day is dedicated. After a short 
silence for your intention of brotherhood, continue the Lord’s Prayer to the end. 
More than you know, His Kingdom will be hastened in the great country thus 
prayed for, and you will have done your beginner’s bit. 


For thou who love the Pauline Epistles, I would venture to submit. the 
pondering of the passages as notedon p. 55, wherein the Master-builder commends 
those early scattered g-oups of the Church to God. The phrasing, especially in 
Weymouth’s tzanslation,* is amazingly appropriate to our need and to theirs 


whom we would uphold. 

Here are only two suggestions. The task itself is not a suggestion, but an 
obligation upon us all, if we believe with Lord Bryce that “ the one sure hope 
for the permanent foundation of world peace lies in the extension of the principles 
of Jesus Christ all round the world.” 


TUBBY. 


Nott.—Here is the list of Tubby’s Sunday Sermons till Easter (at All Hallows where not 
otherwise stated) :— 


Sunday, January 31, 6.30 p.m— Lancelot Andrewes as our guide in intercession”; 
February 7, 11 a.m—*TocHin U.S.A.” ; February 14, morning—At Bradford ; February 21, 
6.30 p.m—“Toc H in Canada”; February 28—At Oxford, Sermon to Undergraduates ; 
March 7, 6.30 p.m— Toc H in New Zealand and Australia; March 14, 6.30 p.m—* TocH 
in Malay Peninsula”; March 21, 6.30 p.m— Toc H in India and Ceylon”; March 28, 
11 a.m—“ Jerusalem, the way Home”; 6.30 p.w.—At Christ’s Hospital. 


THE HARVEST IN AUSTRALIA. 


ae Editor, having had access to a corner of Tubby’s overwhelming post-bag, now 
attempts to String together a few extracts from Australian letters and their enclosures. 
These words, not written with a view to print, by the brethren 
themselves, provide a vivid picture of Toc H life “ down under.” 
Members at home will read in them much more than meets the 
eye, for these fragments are no mere record of jobs attempted, but 
living evidence of the authentic spirit of the family among “our 
furthest kindred in Toc H.” They are here arranged under the 
names, in alphabetical order of the States of the Commonwealth. 


New Sour WALES. 


T H From Sydney we have Arthur Gough writing on November 4 to 
OC “Mus,” not only with a fresh batch of Journax subscriptions but a 
Australia report of the Group’s attivities. Regular work at the Newsboys’ 


* The New Testament in Modern Speech. By R. F. Weymouth. (JamesClarke & Co.) 2s. 6d. 
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Club, the Cripples’ Home, the Disabled Soldiers’ Hospital—and that when “ nearly all the 
members in Sydney are more or less in the Scout movement, and we do our Toc H work 
when we are not doing Scout work.” ‘Our wireless team have repaired and put into working 
order listening-in sets at the Deaf, Dumb and Blind Institution and Randwick Hospital, and 
are making a portable 2-valve set to take with us when we visit Children’s Homes. . . . The 
Tyneside boys * are being written to regularly, and if, as one lad did, they return between 
two jobs, they are made to look on this office as their Australian home. . . . We cannot point 
to much work, but outsiders are beginning to say ‘ get Toc H to do it—they are out for service.’ 
We meet regularly every Tuesday, and at these meetings have had as guests Lord Forster, 
Lord Apsley (see Southampton Branch news in January JOURNAL, p. 42), Mark Robinson (see 
under Adelaide news, on p. 59),and theRev. A. G. B. West (Rector of St. Dunftan’s-in-the Eas, a 
church used for the 1924 Birthday Thanksgiving, who went out on a visit), Capt. Bean, the War 
Historian (see below), and Blackwood Sewell of F.M.S. Branch. . . . We have a whole floor 
given to us (as H.Q. for N.S.W.) ; it now contains a Chapel, a library, a corner for meetings, 
a buffet and this office.” This letter is supplemented by Padre Tom Paul of Sydney, the first 
full-time Toc H Padre in Australia, the circumstances of whose appointment are already 
known to readers (see Pat’s letter in November JOURNAL, p. 307). He writes a long letter to 
Tubby on November 3. He begins by giving us a vivid glimpse of two big personalities. 
First the Archbishop of Sydney— The Archbishop,” he writes, “ was exceedingly kind and 
sympathetic. I was with him for two hours at ‘ Bishopscourt ’; he has promised to help us 
all he can and to come to onc of our meetings. I have had a second interview with him: he 
gave me a general licence, and prayed with me for Toc H and God’s guidance in our work that 
we may be helped to overcome all our difficulties. He gave me his blessing and was a real 
Father in God in every way.” And then the late Governor-General of Australia—“I saw 
Lord Forster the night before he left Sydney ; in the midst of his extremely busy farewell visit 
he gave me half an hour. His keen interest in our movement, and his sympathy for the returned 
men who are in various institutions here, is amazing, and I acceded to his special request in 
promising to use Toc H as much as possible in the interest of these poor beggars whom the 
general public seem to have forgotten. . . . He gave us a large autographed photograph of 
himself which we have framed and placed in a prominent position in the office. When I 
thanked him for the gift he said that he had given it because he wanted always to be with us, 
and added that if any members at any time needed reprimanding, they were to be brought up 
before him (é.e., placed in front of the photograph) and these words to be spoken, * Remember 
that the “old bloke’s ” eyes are always upon you and he expects you to play the game.’ ” 
Padre Paul gives details of the Group’s work for these disabled “ returned ” men in all the 
institutions round Sydney. “At the Lady Davidson Home at Turramurra I found Go T.B. 
men who are not visited by anyone—I was the first Padre they had set eyes on for several 
months—so we are looking after them from now on; it is about twenty miles out of Sydney 
and four miles from the railway station. I am doing what I can for Randwick: there are 250 
cases there. We are running their wireless for them and keeping it in repair—they had not 
been able to use it for six months prior to our taking itover. AtGraythwaite there are about 
7o men who are permanently incapacitated, and some of our men are visiting them regularly 
twice a week. Please tell Lord Forster that we are obeying the ‘Old Bloke’s ’ command.” 
Lastly there is a letter to Tubby, dated O&ober 26, from Capt. C. E. W. Bean, the official 
Military Historian, who is helping our members over there to choose an Australian “ patron 
saint ” for Toc H (see note in January JOURNAL, p. 33). “ I have been down twice to Toc H” 
* This is an excellent example of how Toc H at home and overseas can work together more and more as time goes on. 


In the Journat of last July (p. 216) Gateshead described their send-off of these boys, who were then entertained by the 
London Marks as they passed through, taken to Wembley by Toc H, and commended to the Sydney members.— Ep. 
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(i.e, in Sydney), he says. “The roll up was fairly good, and I think you have some of the 
right sort there. . . . There is a section of very fine boys and some few earnest men, who are 
religious in both senses and to whom this movement appeals. . . . Some such organisatior® 
would certainly succeed in Australia and there is a crying need for it.” By saying “ religious 
in both senses ” he goes on to explain that he refers to outward religious observance in which 
“the average Australian is intensely shy ” and “ inward religion, that is to say the religious 
attitude, without formal beliefs of any sort,” or “ definite forms which tend to keep our young- 
sters away.” Thus Capt. Bean brings us back to Peter Monie’s argument in last month’s 
Journat (p. 6) that the duty of Toc H is to “ face both ways,” so as to include the man to 
whom the Carpenter’s Bench is definitely the centre of Toc H life, and the man who sees the 
movement as Everyman’s Club. He attaches a copy of a letter to Sir William Campion, 
Governor of Western Australia, who is to be the final arbiter about the “ patron saint,” and 
adds the great story of “ the Man with the Donkey ” in Gallipoli, and of other Australian 
heroes : we are glad to be able to print “‘Scotty’s” story on p. 64. 

From Newcafile (N.S.W.) we have a very businesslike report, with newspaper cuttings 
attached, by Herbert Stretch, the jobmaster. He gives a list of members of the Group, with 
their ages (18-54) and Toc H jobs. Scouting goes specially strong. The Newsboys’ Club, 
the Group’s first corporate venture (see JOURNAL, October, p. 264, November, p. 308), “is 
doing very well”; it is the subje& of a very picturesque column, too long to quote here, in 
alocal newspaper. Another stout job is heralded by a sheet of Missions to Seamen notepaper, 
enclosed by Stretch, which is headed “ Branch Institute staffed by Toc H Newcastle Group.” 
This is a “ delicensed” hotel, now the Carington Institute, the opening of which under Toc H 
management is described at length in the local press. Surgeon-Commander W. Nickson, who 
performed the ceremony, was received by a guard of honour, with band, of the Royal Australian 
Naval Reserve, the Bishop of Newcastle said the opening prayets and the chaplain of the 
R.A.N.R. expressed the congratulations of the Presbyterian Church, and said they were 
delighted to see this spirit of enterprise—especially as it would be a test of the Toc H movement. 
And so say all of us ! 

There is no direct news of Broken Hill, the third Toc H centre in New South Wales, but there 
is an excellent short letter of reply in the Barrier Daily Truth of O&ober 19, the Labour newspaper 
which apparently continues the onslaught upon the Toc H idea, of which a sample was printed in 
the November Journat (p. 308). Padre Duguid, in the course of the letter, says, “Toc H 
puts God first, our neighbour second, ourselves last! . . . The honour of being a member of 
Toc H is so great that a man has to seek admission, and services rendered to his fellow-menis 
the only password. We compel no one to come in.” To which the Truth retorts “ In view 
of the foregoing information workers who are prepared to toil endlessly to fill the coffers of the 
idle rich while they receive sufficient for a bare subsistence should not hesitate to join thac 
remarkable movement—Toc H. On the other hand, those who are not prepared to put the 
boss’s interests before their own, will do well to give this ingenious concoétion a wide berth. 
Toc H is founded on militarism and acquiescence in the present system of society.” To which 
we can only say, “ There’s none so blind as those that won’t see.” 


QUEENSLAND. 


A letter dated O&ober 26, to Tubby from Shand Findlay, the Queensland secretary, contains 
no less than eleven enclosures and gives us a general view of Toc H life in Brisbane. He refers 
to Pat’s week’s visit and to the jobs of theGroup. “We have been first feeling our feet—getting 
to know each other. Small jobs have come our way and we have met them. The Distri& 
Nurses’ Association—a nursing organisation that does an immense amount of good amongst 
the poorer people—heard from us last week. Their funds are very low, and two Saturday 
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afternoons have been given by our chaps in repairing and renovating their quarters. Matron 
was intensely impressed with the willingness of Toc H to do these menial jobs. I have just 
written the Secretary of the Limbless Soldiers’ Association, placing ourselves at the service 
of his members.” Among the correspondence enclosed are the Group’s letters to and from 
Lord Forster, and Sir Matthew Nathan, Governor of Queensland, but we will only quote from 
the correspondence with Father Lynch, the Roman Catholic priest of Helidon. Readers may 
remember Tubby’s dramatic introduction to him—via Father Lynch’s dog, which bit Tubby 
on the platform of Helidon Station, and Pat’s delightful greeting from him later (see November 
JOURNAL, p. 306). The Brisbane Group followed this up by inviting him to become a member, 
to which he replied, “ I deem it a very great favour to have met Rev. Tubby Clayton—surely 
a man after God’s own heart, the Chestertonian ‘ Father Brown’ come to life. The Toc H 
literature sent me I read and re-read—a great idea, love and service instead of hate and selfish- 
ness, permeates its literature and organisation. Everyone who loves God and his brother 
must welcome every effort, such as Toc H is, to remove those things that keep men divided. 
Though broken in health in the War, I have strength each day to put my hands in spirit 
round the world and to love all men for Christ and long to see them united in love at His 
Crucified Feet. You see I am heart and soul with Toc H and all those who would serve 
and kneel. May I become an ative member of Toc H ?” 

“Sunny ” Jim Arkell, a Foundation member, now the Queensland jobmaster, writes most 
hopefully on December 2, after a visit to Sydney—‘ the chaps down there gave me a royal 
reception, and I am sure you will have nothing to worry about as regards that Group.” He 
announces a probable honeymoon in March which will bring him into personal touch with 
Toc H in Tasmania, Adelaide, and Melbourne. And Peter Simons writes on November 19 
to Tubby from S.S. Moreton Bay of the fine Toc H welcome he had received at Sydney and 
Melbourne es route for Queensland. R. E. Simons, it should be said, is a young member 
of Tower Hill Group who has just gone, as “ Brother Peter,” to join the Australian Bush 
Brotherhood at Rockhampton, where he is “ most anxious to help to get a Group.” He and 
three other recruits were guests of the Sydney Group in passing and were there told by Gough 
that they were “ the ideal four to start Toc H in ‘ Rocky. Best wishes to them all. 


by EE 


SoutH AUSTRALIA. 


The most firmly established Group of Toc H on the Australian Continent is to be found at 
present in Adelaide. Not only have they received the great gift of the South Australian 
Chaplaincy Endowment in memory of Captain Wright (see O&ober JOURNAL, p. 263), but 
the salary of a full-time jobmaster. Mark Robinson stepped across from New Zealand and 
took over the jobmastership (see November JOURNAL, p. 310) and we have Julian Bickersteth 
(Headmaster of St. Peter’s College, Adelaide) writing to Tubby on St. Andrew’s Day, “ We 
shall always bless you for sending us Mark Robinson. He has won golden opinions from all 
quarters . . . and the movement must go forward as long as he is with us”; and the job- 
master himself giving his side of the piéture in a letter to Tubby on Armistice Day—* I am 
going to be ever so happy here. They are a thundering fine lot of chaps to work with and are 
full of determination. I am sure that very soon we shall be right on top here in S. Australia.” 
To Tubby personally he adds, “ Something great has been achieved and you have been the 
chief instrument used to set in motion something that is going to mean, and is already meaning, 
a new hope and a new vision to Australia and New Zealand.” His report gives a modest but 
most inspiring pi€ture of the varied task to which this young Group have already set their 
hands—-work for the T.B. soldiers, the Benevolent Society, the Boys’ Reformatory at Magill, 
Scouts, the Home for Incurables, the Blinded and Limbless Soldiers, Prisoners’ Aid. Two 
extraéts shall give a glimpse of the joyous quality of Adelaide members’ work for Tuberculous 
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men. The first comes from the Adelaide Register of November 3. Miss Cleggett talks to the 
newspaper man—“ Toc H has been a wonderful help to us. We are thrilled by it—I have 
never been so thrilled by anything since the war. That little lady who just came in to see me 
has a husband who, for months, has lain on the verandah with nothing beforc his eyes but a 
Strip of unkempt garden, which was beyond her strength to keep inorder. It worried him and 
got on his nerves. Toc H workers have just gone out and weeded the garden, done up the 
lawn and made beds of flowers. His wife says that the pleasure of looking at it, instead of 
on the waste of a garden that formerly he had been proud of, has made a different manof him, 
They will do anything we like to ask them. One boy is going to have his house kalsomined 
before he comes home for Christmas. He can pay for the materials but not for the work; 
and Toc H men will go out next Sunday and do the whole thing for him.” And here is Henry 
Matthews of Melbourne (who “ for a fortnight had been camped in a chair at the Adelaide 
headquarters as the guest of Mark ”) writing to Tubby on December 3—“ I was amazed 
last Sunday when I went down to Sellick Beach. There a gang of our chaps are building a two- 
roomed house for a T.B. soldier. Not one of them has ever built a house before! An architeé 
drew the plan, with full details of how to construct it. Tommy Barr Smith undertook the 
“job,” and he is an absolute brick. He and the others camped down there from Wednesday 
till Saturday, and got all the sides up. They lived in a tent on the beach, lying on seaweed. 
He returned on Friday, dead beat and badly sunburned, and quite alarmed his mother, but 
on Sunday he left home again at 6 a.m. There were ten of us down there all day, and it was 
no picnic party! We got the verandah up and the roofon. Besides Tommy, there were two 
medical Students, three “ aristocrats,” one boy mechanic, and an ex-reformatory boy, all 
working, lunching, and bathing together. We are going down again to-morrow.” Julian 
Bickersteth, in the letter already quoted, says “ We have 15 initiated membcrs, 5 more to be 
initiated next week, and some 80 or 90 or even more sticking firmly and pressing in to the 
movement. Our activities and interests widen almost daily... . The Toc H H.Q. chosen 
by Pat will do very well pro fem. It is a shop with dwelling quarters behind, which will be 
adequate for Mark’s present needs. The shop is big enough to hold 40 members at a pinch, 
if some of us sit on the floor, which is preferred by many. . . . We have of course met every 
Tuesday evening since we started, with numbers never less than 25 and up to 40 or ṣo ”— 
which seems to argue dangerous overcrowding already and a move in the near future. 

The very latest news from Adelaide is, however, likely to be more important than all other. 
The man to take the South Australian Chaplaincy was not forthcoming and at a meeting of 
the Group committee, at which an impasse seemed to be reached, up jumps Mark Robinson 
himself and offers his own life to the job. Julian Bickergteth, we understand, has taken the 
volunteer by the hand to the Bishop and he is to go into training at once for his ordination. 
“Congratulations ” is far too commonplace a word: we just lift up our hearts with our South 
Australian brethren for this new gift. 


VICTORIA. 


Melbourne now has four groups going —as we know from Henry Matthews’ letter of December 
3, though only two are yet registered over here—which go by strange names quite of the Toc H 
flavour—“ The Lunars,” “ The Weeds,” “ The Sautes” and the “ Grits” (this last in the suburb 
of Sandringham). The jobs done include the training of ten Scoutmasters and the running 
of a Rover Patrol, the colleftion and distribution by the “ Paper Platoon ” of magazines to all 
the hospitals, the visiting of all hospitals (especially friendless patients from a distance), 
the helping of individual cases of distress (for which “ a careful watch is kept on the papers ”), 
and the reconstruction of a Boys’. Club “ which had gone phut.” A copy of the Melbourne 
“ Job Card” has reached us. It is printed on orange card with the block of Australia and the 
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Lamp, which is reproduced on p. 56 and the heading “ To leap with joy to any task for others ”; 
on one side the jobmaster fills up “ This job is entrusted to —” and on the other the member 
makes his report of work. News from Melbourne is scanty at the moment, but we get a hint 
from a letter in the correspondence column of the Melbourne Argus of December 1. A writer 
signing himself T.M.S., says “ I have recently become acquainted with the work and objectives 
of Toc H. I have been so favourably impressed with its methods in developing among its 
members the sense of social service that I have pleasure in forwarding my cheque towards 
the purchase of a house to give permanency to the beneficent work which is being carried on. 
I feel sure that it only requires knowledge of the spirit and attivities of Toc H to ensure general 
sympathy for the movement.” To which the editor of the Argus adds the note “ Cheque for 
{100 received.” 

Melbourne has not been too busy with its own affairs to begin some “ missionary ” work. 
As announced in the January Journat (p. 33) a move was being made at Warrnambool, 160 
miles away, and Henry Matthews’ letter gives us some details of an enterprise, which should 
be charaéteristic of the extension of Toc H at home or overseas—“ This is a typical example 
of how country extension in small towns should be tackled. ‘ Snowy’ Caffey went down 
there to represent his firm and was a total stranger. On his first Sunday he went for a walk, 
and met some scouts in camp. He started talking Toc H to the Scoutmaster, and, as a result, 
was asked to address them at headquarters. This led to a public meeting in the Town Hall, 
at which ‘ Bainsey,’ one of our travelling members, was able to speak. As a result a 
nucleus of five keen chaps was formed, with several others coming on. As their first job they 
decided to raise £145 to add a maternity ward to the local hospital. This they are confident 
of doing by January. Unfortunately ‘ Snowy’ Caffey was recalled to Melbourne, but it is 
a splendid sign that they are carrying on just the same.” 

And now a new Group is added in Viftoria—at Geelong. “Ken ” (in “ the longest letter he 
has ever written”) writes to Pat Leonard on November 16—“ Toc H at Geelong is going 
rather well really. Ten of us meet every Friday night at theGuild Hall. To-night Fussell 
(Melbourne Secretary) came down and had a yarn to us on how to run a meeting ; he is going 
to arrange for Padre Hayes to come down and initiate us very soon, as everything else is O.K. 
All our members are oozing keenness of the right sort and are positively chock full of spirit.” 
He goes on to tell how, during the meeting, “ the young Advertiser reporter, who was taking 
notes for his paper, asked me in a whisper if any new members were wanted. On being told 
“yes ’ in no uncertain way, he said ‘ I’m awfully keen to join. Will you have me ?’ and was 
immediately accepted into the fold and congratulated by all and sundry.” 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


Don Cleland, Secretary at Perth(IV._A.) writes a most lively personal letter to Tubby on Novem- 
ber 21—“‘ Our initiated members now number 11, with 10 more going through their proba- 
tionary period. . . . Most of them are clerks and industrialists. We have got these in first 
on purpose. It will be much easier to get them now than if we tried later when the Group 
consists of the more affluent. Having got these it won’t be so dificult to get in those from a 
higher plane of life’s walk—and it will do those latter good to find that they have been preceded 
by chaps whom they previously thought little of. We had our second guest-night last night 
and I would have given anything to have had you there. ‘Why?’ you ask. My boy, we 
initiated the Governor (Sir William Campion) in the presence of 105 invited guests, most of 
them young chaps, with a goodish sprinkling of the ‘ heads °’ of Perth.” As readers already 
know Sir William Campion is taking on, as his first Toc H job, the work in conneétion with 
the Australian “ patron saint,” who will also, it is hoped, be fittingly commemorated in All 
Hallows. Tubby, writing on January 24, to the Governor says, “Your characteristic humility, 
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if I may say so, in coming into Toc H on this footing, made on Cleland and others he speaks of 
a very deep impression.” 

Of GuildfordGroup we know little beyond the fa& that “ their initiated members number ro, 
with a fair number of associated members,” and a glimpse of their job at the Boys’ Orphanage, 
with cricket bats as an aid to friendship on Saturday afternoons. C.M. Harris, the Goldfields’ 
representative of Toc H, gives us “ some notes from an old buffer’s point of view ” in several 
long letters to Tubby. “The more I think and speak” (as he has most gallantly been doing) 
“about Toc H,” he writes, “ the more beautiful it becomes—and don’t the people love to hear 
about it! I only wish that I could give up my professional duties wholly and go about 
spreading this Gospel of service.” From him we get a glimpse of Len Gibbons, “a digger 
with a wooden leg” (once an officer, whose men—so his sergeant says—‘ would follow to 
Hell and back if he asked them,” now Chief Pensions Officer, Editor of the Listening Poft— 
the soldiers’ paper, and a great Scout). At his initiation into the Guildford Group Gibbons 
made a deep impression by standing before the picture of “ The Man with the Donkey ” which 
hung over the mantelpiece and telling that immortal story of Gallipoli. 

There are already outward movements in Western Australia. We hear from Cleland of 
“a provisional Group at Mount Barker; Fremantle and Donnybrook are also moving. In 
each of these centres there is one sele¢ted ‘ blackguard’ who can lay his hands on four or 
five who will come in. This job is going to be slow, but we are going to make a certainty of 
it.’ “Tubby,” Don Cleland ends (as we all may with hearts of grace), “‘ This is a great 
work, and thank God you came our way.” 


THE AFRICAN TOUR 


It is yet early days to expect definite results from Padre Harry Ellison’s African adventure 
for Toc H, for he only sailed at the end of December. We can quote, however, from his first 
letter to Peter Monie, “written in a gorgeous Egyptian sun as we pound along southwards 
towards Luxor ” on board S.S. Damietta on January 10 :—‘ I like to think that Toc H Cairo 
isin sight. I went along to the Y.M. there with the vaguest ideas of attempting anything in 
Egypt, knowing little beyond the faét that Lord Lloyd was reported by Tubby as being keen. 
I found that the Secretary was one Ralph Mundy, a first rate Toc H-er, an ex-Oxford member. 
He said that the Y.M. there is very live and includes a fine assortment, and that many of them 
were getting busy over jobs, including a boys’ club. Since Pat’s sermon they had discussed 
Toc H, but many thought it was a danger to their own Y.M. and quite unnecessary. Sol 
blew in on Friday night and found a violent ping-pong tournament in progress, and afterwards 
got the audience, 20-25 strong, to stay to discuss the problem, which we did with some intelli- 
gence on both sides! A topping lot of fellows. We finally got down to discussing plans for 
a meeting when I get back in three weeks’ time. I am writing to Lloyd for his approval, 
and I hope that the British Consul, a first-rater, will take the chair: he agrees to vacate it at 
my bidding! Mundy and a committee of his men are sending round copies of the “ chits ” 
I have brought from Scouts and Churches,* and we probably meet in a big room at a British 
commercial centre. . . . I am also trying for a talk at Port Said the night before we sail, 
and wish I could manage Alexandria. We finished up with “ Rogerum” at the Y.M. in great 
form, and I think they are really keer there. I left them arguing as to who should give 
them their Lamp, the possibility of a second Group for Cairo, and an Egyptian-cum- Palestine 
constitution] Pat left a big impression at Cairo.” 

He writes on January 22, on board S.S. Thebes at Wady Halfa, to Rex Calkin (who has, of 


* Various people besides our Patron gave Uncle Harry letters of ‘‘ wishing well” before he left 
England. 
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course, taken on his job of London Federation Secretary in his absence): “Just a word from 
‘ the furthest South ever’ on the Nile. . . . I was expounding Toc H yesterday to a bedollared 
American and a tall fellow called Paton chipped in and announced that he was a Toc H 
member from Panama! He had met Tubby . . . and is genuinely keen on Toc H. He left 
to-day on the train for Khartoum. Another Durban man on board believes that Toc H 
has a big field there. I was very cheered by Dean Palmer’s letter from Johannesburg. . . . 
The letter shows him dead keen and aétive already, especially as to the possibilities in Jo’burg 
University. . . .” He goes on to ask for full information about the scheme for ’Varsity 
Bene ae (as published in the October JOURNAL, p. 278),so as to apply it to Johannesburg 
students. 


The way has been prepared beforehand as carefully as possible all along the line, and letters 
and parcels of literature have been going out for some months from H.Q. Here is a note from 
the Rev. W. Maddock, of St. Mary’s, Durban, dated December 30 :—“ In the meantime the 
way is being prepared for you somewhat and you will have a foundation on which to work. 
I am unable to do as much as I could wish, but I can, at least, keep things going until you come.” 
Mr. Maddock encloses a four column cutting from Natal Advertiser of December 26, in which 
“ Father Browne ” writes on “ Durban and the World problems—The problem of Toc H.” 
He begins with the questions to the candidate for initiation—“ Although this article sets out 
with the idea of describing Toc H, it is not possible to do so adequately. It is atheme too 
great for a Shakespeare, a Dickens or even the present writer. It is difficult because one is 
endeavouring to describe a spirit and not a constitution. . . . It may fairly be asked, with 
what reaction, if any, will Durban respond to this particular stimulus. A great many Stimuli 
has been tried in Durban lately—and Durban is always ready to jump.” “ Father Browne ” 
begins by speaking of “‘ the dangers of demonstration ’—and by the “ demonstration ” of 
Toc H he means “ members calling each other by their Christian names or nicknames and a 
general ignoranceof rank.” “Now in all these things there is one indispensable condition—that 
the feeling must really precede the demonstration. . . . The most noticeable thing about Toc H 
is the easy and affectionate familiarity between its members. Now, anyone can call an arch- 
deacon ‘ Gaiters’ or address (after a little practice) a brigadier-general as ‘ Bill”; but it takes 
a good deal of Christianity on the part of a brigadier-general to address Private Smifkins 
as ‘ Bill? Anyone can light a lamp with a taper, but not everyone can light it with the spirit 
of unselfish service.” (It looks extraordinarily as if “ Father Browne” had been 
* ligstening-in ” to the Birthday Delegates’ Conference—just a week before his article appeared 
—while the subjeé of “ forced familiarity ” was under discussion. But this is clearly out 
of the question.) He goes on to describe Toc H very briefly and very well, and continues : 
“ It may truly be said that the spirit of Toc H won the War. It is not stating the case one 
bit too boldly to say that the world looks to the spirit of Toc H to save civilisation. There 
is only one real enemy to our race to-day, and that is class distinction and general snobbery. 
There is a snobbery of the rich and there is a snobbery of the poor. Toc H is out to kill 
class war.” The Four Points of the Compass follow. “The danger,” he concludes, “is not 
that men in Durban will fail to respond, but that they will respond too quickly and unthink- 
ingly. ‘There are many men in Durban who have the spirit of Toc H, and they will naturally 
gravitate together. There are commercial kings who will willingly drink a cup of tea with their 
junior clerk or their chauffeur, and they will both be the better for it. There are rich men with 
no occupation in particular beyond the pursuit of riches, who will find a new thrill in personal 
service ; there are men whose job does not look very dignified, but who will learn the divine 
lesson of hating the system and Still retaining their love for men. Such men may safely be 
trusted to relight the bronze Lamp of Maintenance . . .” 
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THE MAN WITH THE DONKEY 


S Toc H Australia makes its choice of a “ patron saint,” the name of “ The 
A Man with the Donkey ” will be among the first. His is a story made gteat 
by its very simplicity, the half-humorous heroism of an obscure, but enterprising 
man. Hewas born in theOld Country, and had been a fireman on a steamer, 
He enlisted in a field ambulance in Western Australia under the name of J. 
Simpson, but his real name was Simpson Kirkpatrick—and just because he was 
so unmistakably an Irishman his “ cobbers ” generally called him “ Scotty.” 
(In the same logical fashion an Aussie will call a dark man “ Snow,” a ginger one 
“ Bluey,” and a fair one “ Darkie.”) As a private in the 3rd Field Ambulance, 
he took part in the Landing on Gallipoli, and a few hours after that desperate 
venture proved successful, he spotted the chance for the grandest job of his life. 
He chose as mate a donkey, designed by the powers that be to carry water. 
“Scotty” “scrounged” him—and nothing said—christened him “Duffy,” and 
henceforward in history becomes “The Man with the Donkey.” As the job 
became heavier he “ found” a second mate and called him “ Duffy 2,” and when, 
in the nature of things, his first partner fell to a Turkish bullet, he replaced him 
by a third named “Murphy.” Every day and half of every night the members 
of this little “ firm” carried on their work, regardless of all praise or consequences. 

And the job? News would be signalled to the dressing stations that bearers 
were wanted, and as soon as “ Scotty ” saw the signal he would proceed with his 
donkeys to the furthest point where cover was to be found. Leaving his dumb 
assistants in safety he would worm his way out into “ No Man’s Land,” until 
he was within striking distance of the wounded soldier. Then, making a light- 
ning rush, he would swing his living burden on to his immense shoulders and 
“beat it” forcover. There he would dress the man’s wounds with a touch like 
a woman’s, and would pilot him back, with “ Duffy’s ” help, through some two 
miles of danger zone. His regular route lay up Shrapnel and Monash Gullies, 
in those days the most dangerous in the Anzac area, for the enemy’s sniping 
was deadly and his shrapnel constantly swept the track. He made his trips 
whatever the condition of the valleys, and men who recognised his quaint train 
passing day after day believed that he bore a charmed life. His commanding 
officer understood and gave him complete liberty of aétion. 

In the fourth week, on May 19, 1915, the Turks made their great attack, but 
Scotty went out as usual. “Git along, ye lazy baste,” men were wont to hear 
him say as he passed, “ yell be ladin? me into throuble wan of these days.” 
That morning he also called out to the water guard to have his dinner ready 
by the time he came down. Buthenevercame. He had turned with a wounded 
man on his shoulders—and another on “ Murphy’s ” back beside him, when a 
bullet went through his great heart. 

They say that the scene in the Gulley was without paraliel in Gallipoli, as 
hardened men brought bunches of wild flowers for “ Scotty’s ? grave. Perhaps 
he had never read the story of the Good Samaritan, but he knew enough to 
equal him—at least—in “ spreading the Gospel without preaching it.” 
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EVERYMAN’S STORY—II. THE L.M.S. 


The firft article in this series—on Kelham—appeared in the November JOURNAL. 


“f HERE is no copyright in hieroglyphics, and therefore that great line, 
the London, Midland & Scottish Railway has as much tight to call itself 
the L.M.S. as the London Missionary Society. But the Missionary Society 
came first; and since it is a Society which has filled an honourable place in the 
lifeof the Church of Christ for 130 years, Everyman will be interested in its story. 
It was in the autumn of 1795 that certain grave gentlemen alighted at 
Baker’s Chop House, in Cornhill, to talk over a certain proje&. Those were the 
days when this country was at war with France; but, in addition to war news, 
these gentlemen had much about which to speak. Everyone at the time was 
thrilled with the story of Captain Cook’s discoveries in the South Seas, and of 
the islanders who dwelt there. Serious people, such as these customers of Baker’s 
Chop House, were inquiring whether there might be any way of carrying the 
Gospel to these pi€turesque but darkened islands. Some were of the Establish- 
ment, others of the Dissenting interests, but as they talked over their duty they 
agreed upon one thing—if it was the call of God that the good news of Christ 
should be carried either to the South Seas or anywhere else, then they must set 
about doing it. War or no war, the thing must be done. Here began The 
Missionary Society which afterwards took the name of London. In course of 
time certain of their supporters hived off, and other great and friendly Societies 
were formed ; the original L.M.S. was left in a large measure to the Congrega- 
tionalists, who have made it their “ foreign office,” through which they have 
given their devotion to the Overseas Work of the Church. 

But the L.M.S. has never ceased to be Inter-denominational. (Infer- is a 
much better prefix than Un-!) It was formed to carry the glorious Gospel of 
the Blessed God throughout the earth. That is still its one commission. Its 
purpose is not to promote any one form of Churchmanship. If Christians in 
China or India or Polynesia choose to organise themselves into a Church, then 
they are free to do this in the way along which they are led by the Spirit of God 
to doit. If men or women seek to enter into the service of the L.M.S., they 
may be Anglicans or Baptists or Presbyterians, but so long as they are prepared 
to catry out the great central aim of the Society, and are qualified to go, they 
will be sent to whatever Communion they belong. One of the early preachers 
of the Society, Dr. Bogue, rejoiced over the funeral of bigotry. He was a little 
before the time; the news of the death was grossly exaggerated. But his 
spirit was right. (It might be added here that the Annual Sermon of the Society 
in May, 1926, is to be preached by the Rev. “ Dick ” Sheppard.) 

Every Society is rich when it can claim the devotion of the right men and 
women. The L.M.S. need not be ashamed of its team in past days. John 
Williams, the tireless apostle and martyr of the South Seas, was a pioneer of 
the new relation between the Western powers and the primitive peoples. Others 
had gone to get ; he showed that it is at once good Christianity and wise politics 
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to go inorder to give. The empires founded on the desire to grab have perished}; 
the only lasting dominion in the Pacific has gone to those who, at least in some 
measure, sought to share their best gifts with the simpler child-races. 

Robert Morrison, the first Protestant missionary in China, was of the L.MLS. 
He it was who waited year after year without seeing a convert—patiently 
translating the Bible into Chinese. So was John Smith, of British Guiana, 
whose death in prison, to which he had been condemned for his devotion to the 
slaves, was a turning-point in the story of the Literature of Slaves. The pioneers 
in Africa—Van der Kemp, a skilful physician; Robert Moffat, gardener and 
prince of evangelists ; and most famous of all, David Livingstone—were L.M.S. 
men. This has always been a Company of Pioneers. To it belonged the daring 
Welshman, David Jones, who, with others of his countrymen, planted the Cross 
in Madagascar. Legge of China, a supremely great Chinese scholar, was its 
missionaty in Hongkong. Gilmour of Mongolia, Chalmers of Papua (Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s beloved ‘ Tamate’), Bernard Lucas of South India, the author 
of The Faith of a Christian—these and a host of others come to mind. 


Pioneers are matchless but embarrassing ancestors ; they leave behind great 
tasks for others. Thanks to its pioneers, the L.M.S. has work in the South Sea 
Islands, in Samoa and the Gilberts particularly ; in Papua, Madagascar, South 
and Central China, North and South India, North, Central, and South China. 
The dreamers who pressed out beyond the skyline have left a wide range of land 
to their inheritors. And the work itself is as varied as the climate of its fields, 
One L.M.S. man will be teaching the brilliant Hindoo student ; another, in the 
heart of Papua, will be giving the same Gospel to head-hunters and ex-cannibals. 
There are evangelists, teachers, leCturers, doftors, nurses, trained industrialists 
in the ranks. One man has trained his people to carry out a splendid industrial 
work in Central Africa, and his bales of cotton are on the march. Another 
presides over an omnibus institution at Tigerkloof, in which Africans are 
trained in all departments of life to lead their own people. 


The missionary of the comic papers is like Mrs. Harris—“ there ain’t no sich 
person.” What there is to be found is a company of men and women “ most 
uncommonly like us,” who are giving gifts of all kinds to the service of the 
Lord and of those for whom He died. They are of all sorts and ages. But 
among them there are some at least of whom Toc H members will know. If 
asked (a) to name the fastest quarter-mile runner in this age, or (4) the doétor 
who went as near to the top of Mount Everest as any living man, they would 
answer at once: (a) Eric Liddell, (6) Howard Somervell. Now Liddell is in 
China teaching in the name of Christ the boys of that land under the sign of the 
L.M.S., and Somervell is at work at Neyoor, in South India, carrying his skill 
as a doctor to the relief of human suffering, always in the name of Christ and 
under the same sign. The original L.M.S. has a great history. But its golden 
age is in the future. Others have laboured, and the people of this generation 
have entered into their labours, and entered into them as the starting-point of 
fresh adventures and golden harvests. EDWARD SHILLITO. 
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PAT LEONARD’S HOMECOMING 


A NEW grasp of truth sometimes means contact with new things; more often it means 

learning really to look at old things, either to see them for the first time or to see them 
the right way. Probably why so many of us thank God for Pat, and think of him as a 
prophet, is because he has taught us to some degree to see. He has shown us how to look 
at men with a fragment of the Divine pity and patience, to possess something of the comrade- 
ship which makes us see each person one meets as a friend and brother, and, at least in our 
better moments, to catch glimpses of a vision of ourselves as trustees for the Elder Brethren, 
those whose honour it is to offer themselves. 


THe HULME HOSTEL. 


Our welcome to Pat was therefore twofold. Although we were bursting with happiness 
to have him back, that feeling only expressed itself incidentally. The peculiar vision that he 
had brought back with him was that of the Fellowship overleaping all bounds. The great 
note of our service on January 12, and of his speech afterwards, was a uniting of ourselves 
in spirit with the branches and groups at the ends of the earth, and a recognition of our task 
of upholding them in prayer in their task of breaking down all barriers of class, race, and colour. 
The other side of our welcome to Pat was the foundation of the Hostel in Hulme. This was 
sacramental: anoutward and visible sign of our feeling that here in Manchester Toc H must exist 
in every neighbourhood and that in it men of every type must live on equal terms. Itis true 
that in our present Houses all are welcome, but it was felt that perhaps they were too pleasant, 
too suburban, and that some at least would be drawn in if a few of us went into one of the 
great poverty-stricken areas of Manchester. So here we are in the heart of Hulme in an ancient 
“ pub,” closed a year ago for misconduét. The noise of mouth organs is in our ears, and will 
continue to be so unless the musical gang decide to go to the pi@tures, when we shall be able 
to give our undivided attention to the disputes of the football-playing gang as to whether a 
goal has been scored. What is our plan of campaign? We really don’t know. Solvitur 
ambulando is the only answer we can give to all such queries. We are simply here with a 
tremendous conviétion that in the midst of this over-crowded, badly-housed, underfed, and 
underpaid mass of people there are a multitude of potential Toc H members. We want, 
as Tubby once said, Toc H not to appear as Peter’s draw-net let down from heaven, but as 
something springing from the womb of the earth, out of the very heart of the people. In 
that faith and with that desire we go out. F.G. C. 


THE THANKSGIVING AND RE-DEDICATION. 


Fully 250 members of Toc H, L.W.H. and the congregation gathered at St. Chrysostom’s 
(Mark IV’s Parish Church) on the day Pat came home. Manchester, Salford, Liverpool, 
Blackburn, Stockport and Altrincham brought their Lamps, and the procession of Lamps and 
Banners up the church, to the magnificent tune of O Valiant Hearts, made the first unforgettable 
impression of the evening. The ceremony of “Light” followed: Pat said the Words of 
Remembrance with great clearness and sincerity and made the words of Re-dedication more 
solemn by the warning that only those who really meant them should repeat them. After 
an inspiring Bidding Prayer the Dean of Manchester delivered his charge to us, and the prayers 
were read by K. L. Parry, our New Free Church Vice-President. We felt that the prominent 
parts taken by C. of E. and Free Church padres, who appeared together in academical instead 
of clerical dress, witnessed to the unity of our purpose; they entered in procession to the singing 
of Out of many into one. Blake’s Jerusalem, the Blessing and the Old Hundreath concluded 
a great service. M.C. 
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THE BIRTHDAY COMMITTEE BEGS TO REPORT 


HE Birthday Committee held its first meeting for this year at H.Q. on January 20, 
to pass its report of the 1925 Festival to the Central Executive and to make preliminary 
recommendations for the Festival of 1926. The following extract from the Report and the 
Statement of Accounts should be of general interest to members :— 
Tt will be seen that the net cost of the Festival is well within the limits budgeted for, and 
would have been even better had it not been for the following facts : 

(a) Returns sent in by Branches of those attending the Festival appeared to be greatly 

` in excess of the numbers that a€tually came. A fortnight prior to December 19 the figures 
of the L.W.H. and Toc H members amounted to 2,900 odd. ‘This left us 200 seats short 
without making an allowance for the general membership, and we therefore had to 
withdraw 400 seats from the Albert Hall Box Office. As far as we can ascertain none 
of these 400 seats were used, and they could, without question, have bcen sold two or 
three times over as, without any advertising, all available seats were disposed of a full 
fortnight before the gathering. 

(b) Over goo members announced their intention of taking breakfast after early Service 
at All Hallows: aétually only half that number did so, and we have consequently had 
to pay the “ A.B.C.” for food wasted. 

(A Over goo ordered lunch at Messrs. Hill & Sons, and only half that number took it, 
which involved a similar loss. 


(d) Over 700 billets were requisitioned, and only about 400 used. The hotels concerned, 


™._ however, very kindly made no charge for the extra billets reserved ; they certainly 


“=mere entitled to do so. 
The ause of these shortages was mainly due to the fiGtitious numbers put in the Returns, 


and also, re think, to the indiscriminate hospitality of the London Houses. . . . It is clear 
that in fubre years any meals provided for members will have to be paid for in advance, and 
probably ne whole question of the provision of billets reconsidered. . . .” 
Provisionar RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT. 
Receipts. $ Payments. 
= b i. Bath £2 cece L sd 
_ P Donations ot yé 48 13 0 By Rent of Royal Albert Hall : .. i389 o E 
~~ » Hospitality Fund oå od ay GB » Costumes, Scenery, Stage, &c. .. - 272 ME 
n Sale of Seats for Masque oo 364 3 3 » Fees and Expenses are y .. 6r SEES 
Less Entertainments Tax and » Printing, Stationery, and Prograrames .. 104 § 10 
Commission es N64 7 » Billeting .. <o r52 SEO 
303 8 8 » Catering .. i .. 36b 
n Sale of Programmes AA 164 9 2 » Wages ae ae we 5 5h 216 5 
» Balance. , ve de oi 248 6 2 »» Postages i ae T <.. 15 17 UE 
» General and Travelling Expenses. . 5 5 4 2 
£79 3 0 £799 3 9 


THE FESTIVAL OF 1926. 

The Birthday Committee recommended—and the Central Executive have now decided— 
that the Festival this year shall be held in Manchester if possible, and Pat Leonard has been 
asked to make preliminary arrangements. The Committee say that “ undoubtedly it would 
be only fair to the membership in general that the Provinces should have an opportunity 
of attending the Festival in greater numbers than is possible when the cost of coming to London 
is taken into account. Further it will probably be a very good thing for London members 
as a whole that they should go to the Provinces.” The Central Executive, in response to 
what seems to be a commion desire, propose that the masque “ In the Light of the Lamp” 
shall again be produced, BirTHDAY SECRETARY. 
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ELECTION OF COUNCILLORS 


The Central Executive think it is now necessary to have formal regulations in regard to the 
election of Councillors. The have approved the following draft, and propose to submit it to 
the Central Council in April. The draft regulations are being published now in order that any 
Branches and Groups and gencral members not attached to groups may have opportunity, if 
they wish, to make suggestions regarding them. SuggcStions received by March 15, 1926, will 
be in time to be considered. 


P. W.M. 


DRAFT. 


The following regulations made under By-law 7 appended to the Royal Charter shall apply 
respectively to the eleétion of Councillors by (a) the general branch (consisting of all members 
resident in G.B. or Ireland and not belonging to a regular Branch), (4) a regular branch 
entitled to eleét one or more Councillors by itself, (c) a number of regular branches which have 
been grouped together for the purpose of ele€ting Councillors. 


(A) Elettion of Councillors by the General Branch. 


(1) The General Secretary shall publish in the JouRNAL the names of the members (if any) 
nominated by the Central Executive for cleétion as Councillors by the General Branch. The 
number of members nominated by the Central Executive shall not exceed the number* of 
Councillors to be eleéted by the General Branch. 

(2) In publishing the said list, the General Secretary shall invite members of the General 
Branch (including members of groups) to nominate, if they wish, by a prescribed date additional 
candidates. Such candidates shall be validly nominated if the proposer, being a member of 
the General Branch, sends to the General Secretary by the prescribed date a letter signed by 
himself and by another member of the General Branch, nominating the candidate, accompanied 
by a letter signed by the candidate himself, intimating that he is willing to be a candidate. 

(3) If by the prescribed date the number of candidates validly nominated does not exceed 
the number of Councillors to be elected, the General Secretary shall publish in the JOURNAL a 
declaration that the said candidates have been eleéted Councillors. 

(4) If a larger number of candidates shall have been validly nominated by the prescribed 
date, the General Secretary shall cause voting papers to be prepared containing the names of all 
such candidates ; shall fix a date by which all voting papers are to be returned; and shall 
thereafter, with the assistance of the Eleftions Sub-Committee at Headquarters, count the 
votes and publish in the JourNaAt a declaration showing which of the candidates, being the 
candidates who have received the largest number of votes, have been elected. 


(B) Election of Councillors by a single Regular Branch entitled to ele a Councillor or Councillors. 


(1) The General Sccretary shall inform the Branch Secretary of the number of Councillors 
the Branch is entitled to ele&t, and shall fix a date by which the eleétion is to be held. 

(2) The Branch Secretary shall call a special meeting of the whole branch, giving not less 
than 10 days’ notice of the date of the meeting, and stating that at the meeting candidates for 
the office of Councillor are to be nominated. 

(3) At such special meeting candidates may be nominated by any two members of the 
branch, and if more candidates shall be nominated than there are vacancies to be filled, an 
ele€tion shall be held in such manner as may be determined by the Branch Exccutive, and the 


* At present 15. 


69 


result of the election shall be reported to the General Secretary in a letter signed by all members 
of the Branch Executive present at the special meeting, or by a majority of them. 


(C) EleGion of Councillors by a number of Regular Branches grouped together for the purpose of 
Eleding Councillors. 

(1) The General Secretary shall inform each of the grouped branches of the order of the 
Central Executive grouping the branches and of the number of Councillors to be ele¢ted by the 
group of branches. 

; (2) Each of the said branches shall then hold, by a prescribed date, a special meeting of 
a the branch for the purpose of nominating candidates. 

(3) At the close of the meeting, the Branch Executive shall report to the General Secretary 
the names of candidates nominated, and shall supply him with 2 copies of a list of members of 
the branch entitled to vote. (NV. B—No member whose subscription is in arrear for 3 months 
is entitled to vote.) 

(4) When all the branches grouped together have so reported, the General Secretary shall 
cause a sufficient number of voting papers to be prepared, containing the names of all candi- 
dates validly nominated in any of the said branches ; and shall return to each Branch Secretary 
a copy of the list of members entitled to vote, together with a corresponding number of voting 

apers. 
E (5) A second special meeting of each branch shall then be held. At these meetings, the 
voting papers shall be distributed, and after they have been filled in, shall be colleétcd, placed 
in a sealed packet before the close of the mecting and forwarded to the General Secretary. 

(6) The General Secretary shall then cause the votes to be counted, and shal! declare the 

le result of the eleétions by letter to each Branch Secretary concerned and by notice in the 
| JourNat. 


(D) The Administrator may give any instructions not inconsistent with these rules in regard 
to the procedure for the eleétion of Councillors; and further, may authorise any officer of Toc H 
to perform all or any of the duties assigned to the General Secretary by these rules. 


Df (E) The publication in the JourNnaL required by Rules A (2), A (3), and A (4), shall be made 
in 1926 in the May, June, and July numbers of the Journat respectively, and in 1928, and sub- 
sequently in the January, February, and March numbers respectively 


CORRE—DESPONDENCY 


Dear Mr. Eprror,—You will remember—for all Toc H are true Savoyards—that there 
was no end to the Troubles of the Duke of Plaza-Toro until he was turned into a Limited Liability 
Company. The moral in my case is enforced by the episodes of January, during which month 
I have dealt single-handed with about eight hundred “ personal” letters and spent £12 on 
Stamps and speedier means of communication. All this in spite of the faét that Kenneth 
Macfarland has played Casabianca magnificently at All Hallows, and winnowed the things 
that would wait. 

This reads like a mere “grouse,” picked up from my farming neighbours ; and far less justifi- 
able. Please don’t so regard it. St. Roland of the penny postage is a real saint to me, and 
I should be sorrowful indeed if this note were construed as a complaint against private corres- 
pondence. I want tremendously to do my bit, and especially to hear fully from those who are 
far overseas. Such letters come definitely first with me, both in welcome and reply. But 
if I am to do this, and yet have time for other work than letters, I simply must call a stern halt 
to items which are no real part of my job. Here are a few from the month’s experience :— 

Almost every day brings one or more forms to be filled up as testimonials for candidates for 
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some position. These forms are rightly searching, and take a deal of honest answering. 
Sometimes I know too little of the candidate, sometimes too much. In any case I am so 
bad a referee that in future I decline to do this thing at all. 

Secondly, the Employment Exchange idea dies hard. There’s only one profession that I 
know of which is desperately short of men, and that is my own. (Sometimes I have thought 
that if we threatened the unemployed with a clerical collar, at the end of three months’ 
dole-drawing the surplus Labour market would be surprisingly diminished, and some 
cushioned congregations might receive a salutory tonic.) The true tragedy of unemploy- 
ment is no matter for flippancy; but rather (Pat and I are convinced) for migration. Be 
that as it may, I must cease henceforth to deal with correspondence about jobs. Let me 
say here, once and for all, that Toc H must never be used by its members as a means of 
self-advancement. Honestly, I think the family is extraordinarily free of this canker, so 
common to many Clubs. Sometimes Toc H can help the circumstances of outsiders, though 
its primary purpose is not merely to alter circumstances, but to alter character. Bear always 
in mind G. K. Chesterton’s anagram for Toc H.—“ To change Chaps, ourselves included,” 
but only “ourselves included” by the humble reaétion which blesses those who try to give. 
We must therefore be steadily more rigid in regard to the choice of candidates for member- 
ship, and no less rigid in preserving the use of membership from the stain and shadow of 
self-interest. If you wust do a man a bad turn, do it to a brother-member ! 

Private letters remain private. You need have no anxiety there. But some marked 
“private ” and “immediate ” which have been forwarded to me here, of course unopened, 
have been neither one nor the other—for instance an application for employment from an un- 
known lady housekeeper. Letters about lads to be looked up, Churchwardens who are not 
everything they should be, sermons that have to be preached (and listened to), Societies that 
would suppress the two tribes of Israel, or Societies that have discovered ten more, members 
of those tribes who long to lend me money, provided I am not a minor (another injustice 
to the coal-industry !), poems about the Lamp (but not including the stamp which both rhymes 
and returns), and all that—might well go to the General Secretary at Headquarters. 

Lastly, two tendencies are unnecessarily puzzling :—(1) the old B.E.F. habit of not giving 
your map-reference accurately, e.g., The Laurels, S.W., or Pte., R.A.S.C., Aldershot, or “some- 
where in Nova Scotia,” or “ same address as before.” (2) Letters, signed “ Ted ” and “Fred ” 
and “ X.Y.Z.” are alright for me; but “ the Gen.” (now filing my letters) is almost in tears 
over it. With apologies for thus trespassing on your space. 

Your obedient servant, 
TUBBY. 


MULTUM IN PARVO 


Ø All members and friends are asked to prepare themselves for the TRANSFERENCE OF BRITISH 
HEADQUARTERS oF Toc H from 123, St. George’s Square, S.W.1, to 1, QUEEN ANNE’s GATE, 
S.W.1, WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE AS FROM FEBRUARY 20. H.Q. staff will no longer have to 
work four-deep in a room or interview their visitors on the Stairs. 


Ø Will all Councillors please note that the DATE oF THE ANNUAL CouNnciIL MEETING has. 


been altered to APRIL 24—instead of April 17 (as previously announced), the day on which 


Tubby is now due to address Middlesbrough, South Bank, Grangetown and Darlington 


members at Middlesbrough in the afternoon, and then to go on to Newcastle for the official 
opening of Mark XVIII. 
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@ We deeply regret to have to chronicle the death of PETER ASHCROFT, aged 19, â noe 
of Mark III, where he had been for nearly two years. He passed over on the mr: o 

February 1 at the Fever Hospital, of pneumonia following on scarlet fever, and a uried on 
February 4, at his home, Giggleswick, Yorkshire. Padre Hutch held a memoria et ja 
Mark II Chapel. With proud thanksgiving let us remember him among the Elder Brethren : 
he was of the same age and the same joyful and ready spirit as so many of them. 


Ø We are very sorry to report the resignation of Canon FRANK PARTRIDGE from the Conte 
Exccutive on the grounds of ill-health and pressure of work. He has believed in Toc H an 

loved it through all difficulties since the beginning, and, at considerable sacrifice, has given 
his invaluable experience and judgment to its inner counsels ever since there was a Committee. 


Æ Among the departures of members abroad we chronicle Padre and Mrs. BARNACLE Brown 
(late of Maida Vale Toc H and L.W.H.) for New Zealand on January 29, Padre GEOFFREY 
Lunt (Northampton Branch) who sailed for work in Cairo on February 9, and the Rev. 
Noe Marsnaut (who carried the Indian Lamp at the Birthday Lamplighting) who leaves 
for Missions to Seamen work at Malta this month. The Rev. J. H. BATESON (Central Execu- 
tive) sails for Malta on February 8 on a business visit. 


Ø A small Sub-committee of the Central Executive, called “ THE CoUNTRYMEN’S COUNCIL” 
has been formed to consider all special questions connefted with the working of Toc H in 
country places. The Council at present consists of T. R. W. Lunr (West Kent Branch), 
H. Sumer (Petworth), Padre Birt Drury (Spetisbury) and the Hon. Administrator, with 
power to co-opt other members. Members in country districts who have any ideas about the 
matter are urged to get in touch with the Council. 


Ø H. Leicu Groves has been appointed Honorary Visitor for Toc H in Cumberland and 
Westmorland. 


Ø A hearty welcome to our contemporary The Toe H North-Eaffern Area Bulletin, published 
by the West Yorkshire Federation. No. 1, for January, contains six closely printed pages of 
news and addresses, and two of advertisements, and costs 1d. 


@ Three more Lamps, first lit at the 1925 Birthday, have now received dedications. The 
New ZEALAND Lamr is given by a cousin in memory of Pte. WitFrip CricHron, Canterbury 
N.Z.) Regiment, killed in ation on December 26, 1917; the Lamp will go to Christchurch, 
N.Z., when the Group becomes a Branch. The STREATHAM Lamp, given by a member, is in 
memory of L.Cpl. Harotp Epwarp Hype, tst/4th London Regiment, killed in aétion on 
September 9, 1916; and the West Ham Lamp, given by the Branch and friends, is dedicated 
to Rfm. Ronerr WirLias Baxter, 12th London Regiment (The Rangers), died of wounds oa 
May 15, 1917. 


@ A Lamp of Maintenance has also been given for the next Branch formed in SOMERSET. 
It is dedicated to the memory of Montcomerte Bortz, T.D., Major R.A.S.C., who served 
throughout the War in France, Egypt, Palestine and East Africa, and died in 1919 as the result 
of his service. The Lamp is given by his family. 


Ø A recent AUSTRIAN visitor to Mark VII writes to one of the hostellers: “ I still often think 
of the hearty welcome I received there, which made me feel so homely in the big town and 
gave me the first and best impression of real English life.” Any Toc H member going to 
Austria, especially to Vienna, will get a warm welcome and help from him, he says : so note— 
Cari Breycha-Vaulthier, Langgasse, Feldkirchen, Austria. 
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Æ “A young member of Toc H,” as he signs himself, feeling lonely in a very distant Station, 
wishes, through the JourNAL, to greet us and especially “ all chums of the Norman’s Bay 
Camp.” This is Bandsman CHartes McCastine, 1st Batt. Royal Fusiliers, Landi-Kotal, 
North West Frontier Province, India. Now you know his address, why not 


Ø The Annual Mass Meeting of the I.C.F. will be held in Queen’s Hall on Tuesday, February 
the 9th, at 8 p.m. The Chair will be taken by the Bishop of London, and the speakers will 
include the Bishop of Lichfield, Miss Maude Royden and Sir Harold Bowden. Admission will 
be free, but by ticket only. A few numbered and reserved seats are available at 1s. each. 
To avoid disappointment, apply early to Fellowship House, 4, The Sanctuary, Westminster. 


4 Two new Toc H publications are now ready for issue. (1) The Padre in Toc H, a 16-page 
pamphlet, designed to help honorary padres of Branches and Groups in all departments of 
their job. It is uniform with How zo build Toc H and costs 2d. (2) The piéture of the Lamp 
of Maintenance, first reproduced on the cover of the Albert Hall programme on December 19. 
It is printed from four colour blocks on a stout cream board, ready for framing, with appro- 
priate wording. Price 15. 

ÆA As we go to press there arrives a big budget from NEw ZEALAND, too late for this issue. 
It contains the Minutes of the First N.Z. Dominion Conference on December 19, which will 
be dealt with in our next number. (Brief New Zealand news appears on p. 86). 


Ø SECRETARIES List, January Alterations aud Additions :—{a) New Groups (at home): 
BroxBourne, F. W. L. Pearson, The Warren, Broxbourne, Herts ; CHELSFORD, G. M. Lee, 
Orchard Cottage, Chelsford, Kent; CuisteHurst, H. J. Brown, Ivy Lodge, Church Row ; 
GRANGETOWN, W. R. Wilson, 6o, Viétoria Road, Grangetown, Yorks ; Hutme, K. Colquhoun, 
17, Russell Street, Hulme, Manchester; Newton Hearn, J. E. Gray, 47, Culcheth House‘ 
Newton Heath, Manchester; SCUNTHORPE, J. Parker, 17, Frodingham Road, Scunthorpe, 
Lincs; STAVELEY, S. S. Smith, Gowan Cottage, Staveley, near Kendal; SrupHam, H. 
Tearle, The Village, Studham, near Dunstable ; Surron-1n-AsHFIELD, H. J. Coole, 2, Albion 
Road, Sutton-in-Ashfield, Yorks ; Watxuey, J. D. Wibberley, 147, Burgoyne Road, Walkley, 
Sheffield ; WatH-oN-DEARNE, H. Breislin, 20, Sandygate, Wath-on-Dearne, Rotherham. 
(Overseas) Australia: GEELONG (Vitoria), Ken Kernot, Woodlands, Ryrie Street; 
MELBOURNE (Viétoria)—“ Lunars Group ”—Ramsay, Collin Street Baptist Club Room; 
Hosarr (Tasmania), Rev. C. G. Williams, 338, Murray Street. India: Bompay “I,” 
C. A. Carmichael, 16, Mount Pleasant Road, Malabar Hill; Bompay “II,” Frank Oss, 
S. Xavier’s College. Malay Peninsular: Srxcarore, N. Smedley, Raffles Museum. 

(b) Change of Secretary: Aupersxot, H. E. Milner, 87, Vitoria Road; Barts, A. A. Wood, 
69, Newbridge Street, Weston, Bath; BIRMINGHAM, D. H. Cochrane, Mark VI, 77, Clifford 
Street, Lozells ; BriGHTON AND Hove, W. R. Cook, 86, Upper Lewes Road; BuENos AIRES, 
R. S. Randolph (same address) ; GLOUCESTER, G. Fear, 25, St. Michael’s Square ; GUILDFORD 
(W. Australia), N. Graham, 71 James Street; HALIFAX, T. Wiliams, Mark XII, Shaw Royd; 
Harpenpen, G. C. Salisbury, “Gable End”; Leens, Capt. S. J. Platt, 3, Oxford Place ; 
Lretcuron Buzzarp, A. C. Holmes, 25, B. Hockliffe Street; NEwcCAsTtLE, A. B. Campbell, 
139, Westmoreland Road ; Norruwicn, E. Nicholls, “ Wayside,” Cromwell Road; SHOREHAM 
F. Oakley, “ Beulah,” Gordon Road; YPRES, T. Elvidge, 31, Basse Villa. 

(c) Change of Address: Hicncare Secretary, to 15 Northolme Road, Highbury Park, N.5; 
Tunsripce WELLS Secretary, to 180 Upper Grosvenor Road. 

(d) Corredions : BouRNEMOUTH (107) was unfortunately still printed among Groups instead 
of Branches and Ypres omitted from the January list; BROMLEY Secretary’s address is 34 
(not 24), Westmoreland Road. 
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NEWS FROM BRANCHES AND GROUPS 


ALDERSHOT.—On Boxing Day the Branch, splendidly helped by the L.W.H., gave its 
second annual tea and treat to 142 of the poorest children of the town. On January 20, 
a Ladies’ Night, we had a visit from an old Padre, Bill Drury of Spetisbury. Mito. 


BEDFORD.—The Bedford “ Tinkers” are glad to report that their Pilgrims progress. 


‘They gave a tea, in the name of Toc H, to 475 kiddies. They have got a headquarters now— 


Toc H, Paradise Court, Harpur Street—a loft over a butcher’s slaughterhouse, approached by 
a lane which is a Slough of Despond. H.R N 
BELFAST.—The New Year began with an inspiring address from the Rev. W. B. Lusk 
(Toc H, U.S.A.) at a supper. He captivated everybody. A meeting, chiefly of Newsboys’ 
Club workers, was one of the best we have had: Mr. Gibbon, Headmaster of Campbell College, 
gave us a Stimulating and praétical account of his experiences with Dulwich Boys’ Clubs. On 
January 26 we welcome Mr. Magill of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, who is already an ally 
in the Newsboys’ Club. At his Majesty’s Prison we now arrange a lecture or concert every 
Monday ; Gwyther’s party has been active and Stuart brings a concert party on the 18th. 
L.W.H. possibilities, we hear, are being discussed ; whilst the men started and then planned, 
the women will plan first ! Part. 


BEXHILL.—The last few months have had some landmarks in our history—a visit from 
Barkis when he also waffled to the Rotary Club and very much bit them; asurprise visit from 
Alex, when he sat on an upturned butter box in unfurnished H.Q. and discussed closer co- 
operation with near-at-hand Branches. Of course the great event was the granting of our 
Lamp and the lighting of it at the Albert Hall. We are determined to increase our flicker into 
a furnace. The Birthday celebrations were for us partly sad because we lost our Skitty who 
was in at the start and whose jobs in the opening time have been legion. We have, during 
the last two weeks, had the pleasure of sceing again some of the boys from the “ Exo ” whom 
Padre Hutch brought down here for a belated Christmas Camp ; the Branch spent one meeting 
on entertaining them and the Rovers sang songs to them on another. Snowball has worked 
like a nigger making provision in various ways for their comfort. In the future we have a 
dance for the National Institution for the Blind, Boys’ Clubs at the Wesleyan Church and the 
Church of the Good Shepherd, and a proposed new H.Q. which is very commodious. 

SEASIDE. 

CARDIFF.—The latter part of 1925 saw the widening of our social aétivities. With the 
kind co-operation of some friends a concert party was formed. And thus it was that several 
concerts were organised for Institutions in and around Cardiff that were in danger of being 
forgotten. On Christmas Day, for instance, the folks at the Voluntary Hospital at Barry 
Dock were entertained in queer Toc H fashion ; to our intense relief it was very well received. 
The next engagement is an entertainment to the Disabled Soldiers at Rookwood Hospital, 
Llandaff, and after that we might have the courage to go on tour of lonely villages. From 
time to time Toc H has been helping the Central Boys’ Club and Hostel, Penarth Road, in 
various ways. Now the work has been completely reorganised by Bill Stretton (the new 
jobmaster) and a “team” is regularly attending the Club where is much scope for us. We 
were glad to help the Lord Mayor of Cardiff at the annual Christmas tea and party given to the 
Boys’ Club. Judging from the reports of the various officials given at the Fourth Annual 
General Meeting held on January 15 there is cause for satisfa€tion for the progress made. 
Much more, however, can be done. Our own Birthday Party was a distin& success. Padre 
Clark once again kindly loaned us St. Dyfrig’s Hall and representatives from Maesteg 
Branch and Newport (Mon) Group came over. Conspicuous guests of late were Chancellor 
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Worsley, D.D. (who we rejoice to know is to be the new Dean of Llandaff), who gave us a 
talk on “ The Youth of To-day,” and Mr. Owen Temple-Morris who read a paper on 
“ Side-lights of the Law.” A. T. M. 


CHELTENHAM.—Our annual meeting was held on January 25, when, after agreeing that 
it was a mistake to re-elect the same members for the Committee, we proceeded by ballot 
to re-ele& them! Our financial position caused us considerable anxiety as we had a credit 
balance of £6 19s. 5d.; whereas our principle is to be unencumbered by the root of all evil at 
the end of the year ; after much discussion we decided to send half to Headquarters and half 
to our Boys’ Club which is increasing in numbers and ambitions. We decided to abolish 
the office of Vice-Chairman, and to create a “ Guest-master,” his duties being to look up 
members within a radius of twelve miles over rough roads if they should show the least 
symptom of “ fading away ” and also to appoint speakers for our fortnightly meetings. We 
felt we had only one member equal to this task—E. C. Gardner. T. M. R. 


COTTINGHAM.—On December 15 we formed a carol party and succeeded in raising over 
£6, with which to provide Christmas stockings for the children of our local Sanatorium. We 
took them to the Sanatorium on December 23, where “ Bill,” our jobmaster, filled the rôle 
of Father Christmas. After singing carols to the older inmates we returned home weary in 
voice but blithe in spirit. We are making good progress locally, and have already received 
requests for co-operation in various undertakings. Meetings on Tuesday at 8 p.m. at 
““Northolme,” Northgate. G. V.S. 


HAROLD WOOD.—The Children’s Party was a greater success than we anticipated. 
Thanks to the generosity of the village we were able to entertain 4oo instead of 250. The 
“ Wood Kauts,” our concert party, gave a show on January 18, and are now preparing a 
programme for various institutions and other places for charitable purposes. Visits to the 
Sanatorium continue fortnightly, and the Resident Medical Officer is giving us a talk in Febru- 
ary. On January 3, our P.S.A. Sunday, we had a visit from Capt. Casey of the Church Army, 
who was a splendid success, and on January 24 we attend church, with the L.W.H., by special 
invitation. Mr. Pilkington gives the address at our P.S.A. on February 7, when colours 
are to be presented to our Cubs; both Scouts and Cubs are going strong. The Branch 
recently paid a visit to the village in Essex, reported “ lost ” in the Press. They introduced 
themselves as “ professional cat-burglars,” were received with open arms, first in the reCtory, 
then in the second reétory, then in the grocer’s shop and last but not least in the local hostelry. 
We hope soon to hear that a Group has been formed in the village. FATHER. 


LIVERPOOL.—Miss Beavan has had two huge parties, one for 1,000 kiddies and one for 
mothers and babies, in St. George’s Hall in connection with the Child Welfare Association; 
in each case we supplied workers and a Father Christmas. The Crippled Children’s 
Christmas Party kept us busy on January 2. January 9 was a Rovers’ evening, which a 
gang from across the Mersey, among others, attended ; one outcome of the very interesting 
discussion is the probable formation of a Group in Birkenhead. We had agreat Friday when 
Padre Lusk of Toc H, U.S.A., talked to us about America and Pat showed his slides of the 
world tour. Among the visitors was Padre Jenkins who sailed next day, with the Lamp for 
Calcutta. PENGUIN. 


LONDON FEDERATION.—Tubby wishes to meet the members of the London Federation 
at seven centres. The family-parties so far arranged are :—South-Weft London: Monday, 
February 15, at 7p.m., St. Andrew’s Hall, Herbert Road, Wimbledon (Wimbledon Station, 
Southern and Distri€t Railways). 


North-We London: Wednesday, March 3, at 7.30 p.m. Church Hall, Lyndhurst Road, 
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Hampstead, near Belsize Park (Hampstead Tube) and Hampstead Heath (North London) 
Stations. R. RTG! 


(a) Mark VII—There were two interesting GueSt-nights in January—one when A. M. 
Nichols gave us a fascinating account of the work of St. Dunstan’s, and the other when the 
Accountant General to the Ministry of Labour spoke on the “ Colour Problem ” and provoked 
a brisk discussion. The London Federation “Talks to Boys’ Club Workers,” which are 
being held at Mark VII, have drawn big crowds and have the effect of giving us two Guest- 
nights a week. Bert Campbell on “ The Boy—his charatteristics,” and Val Bell on “ The Boy 
—his home and employment,” called out much discussion. STEN 


(b) Hammersmith—Our growing members enable us to take on new jobs and do old ones 
more efficiently. We had a “ buster” meeting on January 21, when Padre Mac came and 
dedicated our Lamp and initiated a good number of members ; and on February 21 a Toc H 
service will be held at 7 p.m. at St. John’s, where we shall deposit our Lamp. Padre Mac- 
farland is to preach. P. ELG 


(c) Hampftead—We celebrated our first birthday on January 8 by having a party at the 
Hampstead Town Hall. Over 250 thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and it was also a success 
financially, so that our newly-formed Boys’ Club in St. John’s Wood will benefit. As another 
result we have had several applications for membership. There was splendid co-operation 
within theGroup, and while that spirit continues progress is certain. Mr. Andrew T. Taylor, 
speaking on “ The History of the L.C.C.,” and Mr. A. Maconochic on “ The History of Parlia- 
ment,” provided some very interesting meetings that finish our series on the government of 
this country. On Oober 16 Walter Ashley in a lighter vein gave a delightful talk on “ The 
humour of A. A. Milne” with some amusing readings. We are holding a Dance on March 4 
in aid of the Boys’ Summer Camps at New Barnet, and we hope for the support of neighbouring 
Branches and Groups. Meetings on the First and Third Fridays at Denning Hall, Denning 
Road, Rosslyn Hill, commencing at 8 p.m. February 5, Annual Business Meeting; Feb- 
tuary 19, Lantern talk, “ The Story of London’s Underground’; March 4, Dance at Town 
Hall ; March 19, The Rev. Harry Pearson on “ The London Police Court Mission ” BILL. 


(d) Ealing—QueStions relating to the adolescent boy form the main subject of our work. 
We are engaged in making a survey of all juvenile organisations in our locality, and our 
speakers include the Direftor of Education, the Juvenile Employment Officer, and the Public 
Librarian. We have just started a Study Circle alternately with our meetings, which we find 
most helpful, and hope that we shall shortly have two or more at work. F. A. W. 


(e) Esser—We have now got fairly under way, and as our first colle€tive job organised a 
Christmas treat for a number of boys who attend the local school. The boys were invited to 
bring their fathers and about 100 guests spent a very jolly afternoon and evening. The fathers 
were as interested as the boys and doubtless some of them will presently turn up at our meetings 
to see what Toc H is all about. Apart from this, individual members have been very active 
helping on neighbours at Kingston; they have helped with entertainments at Fulham Infirm- 
ary Tubercular Seftion, Kingston Infirmary and Fulham Boys’ Club. Every Sunday for the 
last two months some of our members have been helping the Kingston Rotary Club to run 
Sunday evening concerts which have proved a great success. Local work for the Scouts 
keeps many of us busy and we hope during the next six weeks to have some interesting dis- 
cussions arising out of addresses from various speakers. E. CIE 


(f) Ijord—We have now held our Annual General Meeting, and upon reviewing the year’s 
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work consider we have improved upon 1924. Our membership is steadily increasing, in spite 
of the faét that we lost 1o members last year to other branches—our loss is others? gain. 
L. P.N. 


(g) Richmond—We have been going almost a year now and have made Steady progress 
with a Boys’ Club, exploiting our unique chances of service to the permanently disabled men 
at the Star and Garter Home and doing other isolated jobs. But we want more! So we are 
having Barclay Baron down on February 14 to give an address at 3 p.m. in the Parish Church 
to rouse more interest locally. F.M. P. 


(h) Sidcnup—We regret io report the loss of our jobmaster “ Twig ” Plant, who sailed for 
Australia in November, but his place has been filled by the former Secretary. We have had 
three very interesting talks recently by members on “Men, Markets and Money,” “The 
Battle of Coronel,” and “ Is it worth while ?”” Our fellows are busy with Scouting, the Boys’ 
Club at Footscray, and sundry other jobs. 


(i) S¢reatham.—The Drama League gave us a top hole produétion, The Lilies of the Field, 
on December 15, in aid of the Streatham Babies Hospital. On January 2, we entertained 
52 kiddies from the distri€t and they had a right royal time. The local group of the L.W.H. 
are giving us most useful support and help. Meetings are held every Monday at the Streatham 
Hall at 8 p.m. sharp. February 1, Mr. J. R. Paterson on “ Industrial Welfare ” ; February 15, 
Rev. T. P. Stevens on “ Life in the Slums.” FIpro. 


(j) Hackuey— Alex Birkmire was heard one Sunday morning at a church in our area and 
was then tackled for our next meeting: he came and gave us many useful hints. By the time 
this report appears the entertainment for the Queen’s Hospital for Children which we are 
promoting will be past history. Meetings at St. John’s Institute, High Street, Homerton, 
at 8 p.m. on February 4, February 18, March 3 and March 18. TJ HIR 


(k) West Ham—Our first Birthday festival has come and has joined our garland of happy 
memories. Speakers for January included Mr. Packham, who talked to us intimately about 
Canada, and Mr. S. K. Ruck, a dire&or of the Borstal Association. The dedication of our Lamp 
to Richard Baxter, who made the supreme sacrifice, takes place at West Ham Parish Church, 
at evensong on February 14: the service will be conducted by the Branch Padre, and anyone 
will be welcome. The Esmarald Jesters Concert Party are giving a concert on March 4 in aid 
of Branch funds at the Lees Hall, Canning Town. EEjay. 


Q) Wilesden—The Group now feels that it has got properly going—with an increasing mem- 
bership. Rex Calkin and Barclay Baron gave us talks on “ Jobs” and “ Possibilities of 
Toc H ” on January 11 and 27 respectively. S. B. Bennett was ordained at St. Paul’s on 
the Sunday of the Birthday Festival. Meetings in our own Hall (beside St. Luke’s Church) 
on February 8 and 15, and March 1. We are to be the guests of Mark I on February 24 and of 
Mark VII on March 11. H. B. W. 


(m) Wimbledon—We held a very successful dance on January 20, about 200 members and 
their friends being present. The proceeds were allocated to our Boys’ Club. On February 10 
we are holding a Whist Drive at St. Andrew’s Hall, Herbert Road, Wimbledon, also in aid 
of the Boys’ Club. Gwest-nights at H.Q. (Johnston’s Rooms, 39, Wimbledon Hill Road) 
February 5, Barclay Baron on “ Art”; February 12, Business; February 19, Mr. Tame on 
“The Ideals of the J.0.C.”; February 26, Business. T. S. W. 


(a) Woolwich—During the last year we have had two great losses from our ranks. First 
and foremost we lost “ Hutch ”: we are sure Mark III appreciates its gain. Secondly, our 
jobmaster, Maurice Latter, went to South Africa last September—and we hope that “ Uncle” 
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Harry Ellison will get him to form a Johannesburg Group. We have jobs in all dircions 
in the Borough. 1926 started with a party for 100 children from the poorest distri& in the 
town. We are now busy scanning the horizons of Eltham and Bexley Heath and hope to 
report Groups there ere long. Meetings at Mark XV. February 1, Branch mecting; Feb- 
tuary 18, Lantern Lefure on “Comets” by Dr. A. C. D. Crommelin of Greenwich Royal 
Observatory ; March I, Branch meeting; February 7, Communion for C. of E. members at 
St. Margarets, Plumstead at 8 a.m. À, R. E.M: 


(0) Entertainments Sefion—The work of the Entertainments Committee is considerably 
hampered by the lack of adequate rehearsal room, and it is very anxious to hear of suitable 
accommodation which could be at its disposal every night in the week for a nominal charge 
to cover heating and lighting. If any reader of these notes could help in this direétion, will 
he please send a card to the Entertainments Secretary at Mark VII, 15 Fitzroy Square, W.1.? 
With three plays in hand, a new Tic-Tocs programme and an orchestra starting operations 
shortly, the problem is becoming rather urgent. The composition of the Toc FI Orchestra. 
about which an announcement was first made in the April JOURNAL, is making a Steady 
progress, but there are still vacancies for many instruments, especially strings. Weekly or 
fortnightly rehearsals (Thursdays at 6 p.m.) will shortly be started, and the orchestra will make 
its debut at the last Drama League show this season, “ R. U.R.,” on May 6 and 7 at Cripplegate, 
or (if sufficient progress is made) at the next performance of The Lilies of the Field at Black- 
heath on April 8. Once started, there will be plenty of work in the autumn. Enquiries 
should be addressed to the Orchestra Direétor, 24 Wellmeadow Road, S.E.13. J. W.A. 


The Drama League is also presenting The three daughters of M. Dupont, by Eugene Brieux, 
on February 12 at King George’s Hall (Y.M.C.A.), Tottenham Court Road, at 8 p.m., in aid of 
Toc H funds. Tickets, 5s. 9d., 35. 6d., 2s. 6d., and 15. from the Entertainments Secretary, 


Mark VII, or Miss Macfie. On February 21 they play Facing the Music at H. M. Borstal 
Institution, Feltham. 


The Tie-Tocs Concert Partys engagements include—January 20, Northampton House, 
St. Paul’s Road, Highbury, N.1 (for IslingtonGroup) ; January 27, Assembly Rooms, Surbiton 
(for Kingston and Surbiton Branch); February 4, Lees Hall, Barking Road, Canning Towa, 
E.16 (for West Ham Branch) ; February 12, Waterloo House, Waterloo Road, Bethnal Green, 
E. ; February 20, Canterbury (for Canterbury Branch); February 26, Orpington Hospital 
(in conneftion with Bromley Branch). 


MAIDSTONE.—A most successful Christmas gathering was held on January 6. ‘‘ McNab” 
addressed us on January 11 on “ Kelham,” where he is now studying (see article in November 
Journat—Ep.). Our Padsole Boys’ Club, under the direction of “ Pillbox ” and his helpers 
goes Strong, and the Rovers are coming along, their latest venture being the formation of a 


Scout Troop. We are excited to report that a meeting room has been presented to us by one 
of our new members. ROGERUM. 


MIDDLESBROUGH .—On January 20 we held our Fourth Annual Dinner at the Crowa 
Café, Mr. Charles Dorman, head of the iron and steel combine, presided, and Arthur Lodge, 
South Bank Branch and Grangetown Group, were with us. Meetings: February 14, Pat 


Leonard at St. John’s Church, 6.30 p.m.; April 17, Tubby and “Tim” Harington meet 
the Tees-side Branches and Groups. JOBMASTER. 


NORTHAMPTON.—Our Padre,Geoffrey Lunt, has departed from us and gone down into 
Egypt, and Rev. Cory reigns in his stead. He talked to us for the last time on 26th, when 
the Branch presented him with a splendid Camera as a token of our great appreciation of 
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his leadership since we started. This was followed by our monthly service in Chapel. We 
shall miss him tremendously, and shall not forget him. Ri 


NORWICH.—Mr. Johnson, of Norwich Museum, gave us a most interesting talk and explana- 
tion on “ Heraldry,” especially with reference to our banner, which is practically the Arms of 
Norwich, taken in about 1223 from theold City Seal. A visit to Yarmouth Group was followed 
by a return visit and much good fellowship and interchange of ideas. Miss M. Preston, the 
secretary of the Norwich Invalid Children’s Aid Society, gave us an extraordinarily interesting 
account of the lives of, and work done for, these unfortunate children, and emphasised the 
need of a Home near Norwich, such as the Treloar Home at Alton. Norwich Toc H habitually 
helps Miss Preston in her work, and she had no difficulty in getting volunteers to help at a 
forthcoming treat for the children. Thirty members of the Branch attended St. Peter Man- 
croft Church on the occasion of the annual service of the Industrial Christian Fellowship, the 
preacher being the Bishop of Lichfield, who after the service, with Canon Meyrick (Vicar of 
St. Peter Mancroft) came to the meeting of the Branch, and both gave short talks, emphasising 
the special need to-day for fellowship, co-operation, and service. At one of our meetings 
in July we had the great pleasure of welcoming Captain Geoffrey Colman, the donor of the 
Branch’s Lamp—Gilbert’s Lamp.” Captain Colman, in paying a tribute to the memory 
of Gilbert Talbot, reminded us that they were at Oxford together, and afterwards served in the 
7th Batt. Rifle Brigade, and it was a mere chance that he did not share Talbot’s fate at the 
same time and place. The Norwich “ Tic-Tocs,” which include two ladies, under the general 
and musical dire€torship of “ Dickey,” have already raised £10 towards the cost of a motor 
ambulance, which the local Branch of the Red Cross here have had especially built ; also 
gave a concert to help the fund at the Industrial Christian Fellowship Bazaar, and have several 
other engagements already booked. One of our members, F. Singleton, who was one of the 
delegates from Norwich to “ Copec,” gave us an excellent account of that inspiring congress. 
Mr. G. Fisher, the Diocesan Missioner to the Deaf and Dumb (himself very deaf and with bad 
eyesight) gave us in dumb sign language, simultaneously translated by his friend Mr. Hicks, 
a pathetic account of their disabilities. We have formed a special committee and are getting 
on well with praétical help and personal intercourse with these people: Carter, Morton, and 
Reynolds have bravely started to learn the dumb sign language so as to be able to aé in a 
liaison capacity between us. On January 14 we gave a party in St. Swithin’s Hall (attached 
to our Padre’s Church) to 50 of the poorest youngsters we could find ; food, games, conjuring, 
fun, and finally a parcel from Mother Hubbard’s cupboard ended a delightful time for all. 

WRITER. 


RUGBY.—We greatly enjoyed Colonel Miller’s talk on the “ Humorous Side of Army Life ” 
on December 8. Since Colonel Miller’s visit we are glad to record that he has joined our 
family. On the same evening we welcomed Bill Marshall of the Coventry Branch, who gave 
us a very interesting talk on Coventry’s activities. Four members attended the Coventry 
Branch Anniversary on December 15. On December 17 we held a Christmas tea at the Boys’ 
Club and on December 21 we had a similar venture at the Social Club in the Padre’s village. 
We have arranged a series of entertainments for the children of the United Services Fund 
Home, which is in our neighbourhood. The events up-to-date have been a lantern leture on 
“ Mesopotamia ” by “ Squibs ” and a talk on the “Queen’s Doll’s House ” by “ Teddy.” 
We have formed a concert party and they have given shows at the U.S.F. Home and Boys’ 
Club. It is now two years since we set our feet down in Rugby and on January 24 and 26 
we celebrated our Birthday. On Sunday members attended the morning service at our Padre’s 
Church. We had our “ Rushlight ” burning on the altar and the Padre conduéted the service. 
On Tuesday we held a Birthday Dance, the Padre opened with the ceremony of “ Light,” 
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after which members and friends indulged in dancing until midnight. Our thanks are due to 
the Coventry Branch Orchestra who played. Jumso. 


SALISBURY.—We had a memorable evening for our Guest-night on January 12 (the 
late General Harper’s Birthday) which commenced with a supper at which 4o sat down, the 
guests being waited on at table by the Boy Scouts of the Branch. After this we all adjourned 
to an upstairs room where the Mayor lit for the first time in Salisbury the “ Harper Lamp” 
in the presence of a large gathering of members and their guests which numbered over 6o. 
The Padre then performed the ceremony of Light at which five new members were initiated. 
The distinguished visitors included Lady Harper, Lady Hulse, the Hon. Mrs. Massey Beres- 
ford (L.W.H.), Miss Harper, the Misses Harper, Dr. J. M. Harper, Major-Gen. Sir A. J. 
Godley, Lt.-Col. J. G. Fair and Mrs. Fair, and members from Southampton, Wimborne and 
London. The Rev. T. Maitland Dodds spoke of his experience among boys in Woolwich. 
The Scouts spent an enjoyable time with their friends on the following evening at their Head- 
quarters at Barnard’s Cross. 


SHEFFIELD.—Our Branch Birthday celebrations duly took place on December 30. We shall 
by the time these words appear, have said farewell to Bill and Mrs. Bill (IViNiams, who have 
gone to Birmingham Branch, en route for South A frica later), about whose self-sacrificing work 
kindness, and lovableness it is impossible to say too much. Our prayers go with them—and 
we want them back again! Farewell also to “ Lulu ” who takes up a new job. And welcome 
to“ Robey,” our new padre: mayhisrowbeeasy! Guest-nightson Wednesdays at Mark VIII 
at8p.m. February 3, Boys’ Brigade evening ; February 17, Concert ; February 24, Rev. J. 
Chesters ; March 3, Councillor Minshall on “ Epigrams and Epitaphs ” ; March 17, “ Railways.” 

Mac. 


SOUTH BANK.—The explorers of our slag heaps become more daring. First came Les 
Abdy from Tyneside, and, then “ Sunny Jim ” of Durham Branch, who spoke on “ The after- 
care of Discharged Prisoners.” Our next speaker was Killingbeck of Hull who spoke on “ the 
Civilian Blind ” to such purpose that colleétors at once volunteered for the cause locally. The 
big occasion was the dedication of our Lamp on January 17 after evensong in the Parish Church. 
(The correspondent encloses a printed copy of the service, drawn up by alay member of the Branch ; 
it includes the ceremony of “Grand Light ”—Ep.) After the service Padre Garaway of Hull 
initiated our Padre. Padre Garaway ended a glorious weckend by addressing Grangetown 
members on Monday night. Jobs under way include collecting for the Civilian Blind, steward- 
ing a concert for the Blind, giving a concert in aid of ex-Borstal boys bound for Australia. 
We look forward to Padre Pat Leonard’s visit on February 14-15 : may the days and nights 
be very short! DAVIES. 


TYNESIDE CONFERENCE.—(a) Mark XV III.—Since our last, the family of hostellers 
has increased to eleven, with three more expected at any moment. We hope time will 
show that this family continues to be a real working team. The house is not yet completely 
furnished—two attic bedrooms and one larger bedroom being bare. Our financial affairs 
cannot yet be said to be “satisfactory,” but the domestic side of affairs—running expenses, 
staff, and household arrangements—may be said to be running smoothly. We aim at holding 
the “ official” opening of the Mark on April 17, when we look forward to having with us 
Tubby and “Tim” Harington. We have recently been paid flying visits from Darkie 
Webster (Sheffield) on his way to build organs in Scotland, David Boyle (a useful visitor) and 
Padre Macleod who broke his journey here from Hull to Glasgow. The journey wasn’t the 
only thing he broke! As to the N.E. Area, we have reason to believe that something is at 
last going to happen in both Darlington and Sunderland, while interested men are also getting 
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down to things in Burradon and Hebburn-on-Tyne. Useful work was accomplished through 
a soirée held at the Mark, for all area, branch, and group Secretaries on January 15, followed 
by another on the 22nd for Jobmasters. The leaders of separate families made firmer friend- 
ships and swopped experiences—and so the great game goes on. iL, Aw 


(b) Cullercoats.—The weekly meetings of the Group continue on Wednesdays at No. 13, 
Huddlestone Street, and are attraéting an increasing number of willing workers : on February 3 
the second Initiation Ceremony of the Group is to be held at St. George’s Church, when it is 
hoped that a further eight members will be admitted. The jobs recently undertaken include 
visits to Deaf and Dumb Clubs, Ambulance Work, After-care, assisting at Children’s Christmas 
Treats, and organising Concerts and Recitals. An attrattive programme of short addresses, 
within the next month or two, has been arranged. SCALES. 


(c) Durham.—The Branch is Still in existence, but going very slowly. Our jobs at present 
show little progress, but the future has a brighter look. We had a splendid meeting in January, 
when Les Abdy gave a talk on “Boys’ Clubs,” a thing Durham hopes to make one of its good jobs, 
when it overcomes its greatest difficulty of obtaining a suitable room. The discussion that 
followed was A.1. Our other side, the Toc Emmas, are going strong with their Girls’ Club. 
They ran a Whist Drive and Dance to raise money for a Piano, which is greatly needed. 

Sunny Jr. 

(d) Gateshead—We are going steadily on with our regular jobs and meetings. The 
biggest job we have tackled for some time was helping the Ypres League when the film “ Ypres” 
was being shown in Gateshead. Combined with other helpers we managed to raise the sum 
of £60 8s. 5d. Our Choral Society have been having a busy time and in one case in particular 
they departed from the usual run of concert parties. They fixed up to go out to the Innes- 
Hopkins Convalescent Home and on the appointed day turned up about 3.30 p.m. and with 
the Matron’s permission took charge of the kitchen. Having sufficient grub with them to 
feed the Patients and themselves they set about getting it ready. When all was arranged 
the party was divided out so many to each ward, and after tea a smoke and chat. ‘Then all 
hands on deck, tables clear and all washed up for the House Staff. After this a two hours, 
concert was given, then an hour’s free-and-easy amongst the Patients and off home. This was 
such a success that it was repeated by request on Christmas day. Meetings: On and after 
January 25, in St. John’s Ambulance Hut, back of Beaconsfield Hall, Coatsworth Road, 
every Monday evening at 7.45 p.m. LEATHER. 


(e) Hartlepools.—The progress of this Group continues slowly. ‘The Boys’ Club at Seaton 
Carew which is run by two of our members is making great headway. The Library in connec- 
tion with the Cameron Hospital has been running now for some weeks and is much appreciated 
by the Patients. Christmas eve saw five of our members down at the Missions to Seamen, 
decorating the Hall and cutting sandwiches, &c., in preparation for Christmas day, and on 
Christmas day three of us spent a happy morning ship-visiting with Padre Evans. Four of 
us turned up at night again and had agreat time. There were over 50 seamen present and there 
were only nine ships in port. We are sorry to record the loss of Padre Evans (The Missions to 
Seaman’s Chaplain) who returns to the Tyne next week. His experience in Toc H has been 
a great help to this struggling Group. SCOTTIE. 


(£) Neweaftle-on-Tyne.—After a very busy Christmas amongst the poor children, we have 
now to settle down again to our regular work. A very successful whist drive, supper and 
concert to the patients in the Orthopedic Hospital; a supper and concert for our probation 
and ex-Boréstal boys; and a colle€tion of clothing for poor school children figure among recent 
jobs. There is also a possibility of a group of L.W.H. being formed in Newcastle, and Miss 
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Macfie is coming up in February to assist us. They should be a great help to us in our work. 
Meetings every Wednesday at Mark XVIII at 8 p.m. PITMAN. 


(g) South Shields—Chrigstmas Day found us assisting the Missions to Secamen in ship- 
visiting, and in their dinner and concert to the sailors in port: we enjoyed the wonderful 
atmosphere with French, Scandinavian, and British seamen. An Ypres holly-wreath was laid 
on the grave of “ Pat,” an Elder Brother member, on Christmas morning, and the words of 
Remembrance solemnly said. The holiday party of the Boys’ Club is a happy memory. 
An Arab boarding house keeper boiled the water, and the lads’ sisters shared in the tea-fight. 
The parents enjoyed all the fun, and prayers closed proceedings. Mr. Bridge, the donor of 
“Arthurs Lamp,” has joined our ranks, On January 21 Padre “ Muddles,” Sunderland 
(late of Bedford), spoke to us on the “ Scout Movement ”’; our own Troop is now registered as 
the 13th South Shields. At our Annual General Meeting Les Abdy read the “ Main Resolu- 
tion ” and the “ Four Points of the Compass ” and reminded us of the pledge to serve. Meetings 
on Thursdays to the Missions to Seamen at 8 p.m. SCRIBBLER. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS.—On January 10 and 11 we held our own Birthday Festival. 
Sunday began with Communion at Holy Trinity and two car-loads from Crowborough were 
among the congregation. On Monday proceedings opened with a Thanksgiving Service 
in the War Memorial Chapel of St. Barnabas’, conducted by Padre Groves, followed by supper 
at the Carlton Café. We have at last secured a room of our own, in a building absolutely 
fitted up for boys’ club work. Meetings every Monday night. PICKLES. 


WIMBORNE —As I azaid laest month, so ’twere ; we did asettle the Bill vor thick wireless 
gadget, an’ had a goodish w’openin’ ceremony, wi’ Lady Hanham in the chair. *Twere a 
classical programme, Italian zingin’ an’ Conzertos in B flat, but bless ec didn’ maeke no odds 
to the wold volk at the House, an’ now we be all g’wain’ an’ gie em a concert. We do reckon 
our President be a marvel at ideas, ’e zaid we Wimburn bwoys must have a proper Dinner 
wone night, at our Headquarters, zoo he started wi’ providin’ the zame, an’ somebody found 
a ham, and taters, cheese, bread fruit, mincepies and zoo on, as we could all afford to join 
in wi’ summat or other, *twere a real voine evening, 40 0’ us, a zing-zong, an’ our Jazz band, 
a voine show, vor little money, zame as all good Toc Aichers should aim at. Our concert 
party went owver to Rev. Bill Drury’s Group last week, an’ he druv’ ’em back in the Tin 
Lizzy, zoo now they be callin’ themselves the Zardine Opera Company. G.M. L. 


WINDERMERE. Generally speaking so many of our members are already pledged to 
definite jobs of service that it is difficult to arrange for any corporate venture. In August 
we identified ourselves with a sale, held in this distri&, on behalf of Painted Fabrics, whereby 
over {G00 was realised in three and a half days. On Armistice Day some of our members 
co-operated with the British Legion in the sale of Poppies. Some of our members are working 
actively with a concert party which has provided several local Institutions with amusement, 
in spite of the long journeys entailed, and we have taken steps to provide books, illustrated 
papers and magazines for those lying ill in their homes or in hospitals in our neighbourhood. 
A few weeks ago some ten of us went over to start a Group in the village of Staveley, and con- 
tacts have also been made with Morecambe and Carlisle, together with places in West Cumber- 
land. In November we had a very interesting talk from J. T. Gibbons of Bradford Branch on 
“ The Casual Ward and its Occupants.” We now put forward the suggestion that each Toc H 
member might contribute 2s. 6d. on his birthday towards Gibbon’s Heckmondwike Hostel. 
We are looking forward to Barkis here on February 26 and to Pat Leonard on Match 19. Our 
numbers are steadily increasing and all of us, in one way or another, are trying to justify 
our membership of Toc H. 


$2 


WOLVERHAMPTON.— OurGroup was definitely launched in November, and two meetings 
have now been held, at the second of which we received a most welcome visit from Padre 
Barnacle Brown and Deaking of Birmingham. A jobmaster has been appointed, and a casual 
survey of the distri&t shows thst there will be work for all. SHEBNA. 


Overseas Branches and Groups 


CANADA : (a) Toronto—Mark IIC has had a very busy life recently. At a recent guest- 
night boys from Upper Canada College, St. Andrew’s College, and Trinity College School, 
came over and listened from chair, cushion, and floor to ““ Sawbones’ same old record.” The 
boys were the pick of three of the best known Junior Boys’ Schools in Canada. They were 
thinkers, ranging in age from fifteen to twenty years, and “ Sawbones’”’ story should bear 
fruit with them. Besides this our Branch has just been subjeéted to a cinema “ shooting ” ; 
for Mark IIC is to have its Lamp Lighting included in the War Film, “ Ypres.” Then, too, 
our jobmaster, Padre F. H. Moore, has obtained His degree of B.D. from the University of 
Toronto. Padre J. E. Ward has received an appointment as Reétor of St. Stephen’s Church, 
Toronto, and under such inspiration has started a Toc H study group for problems of the day 
with some dozen or more enthusiasts out for the first meeting. “‘ Sawbones ” also has estab- 
lished hopeful contaét with the Boy Scout Movement in Ontario through Frank Irwin, Deputy 
Commissioner for this Province. It is hoped that definite results in this field will soon be 
seen. ‘“‘ Sawbones ” has also done what might be called “ survey work ” in Hamilton and is 
planning to do more the week-end of January 17 in London (Ont.), and is scheduled to spend 
most of February with the newly-born Group in Washington, U.S.A. 


(b) Saskatoon.—We are doing our best “ to build bravely.” It is pretty much uphill work, 
but with the keen bunch we have as members we must surely get somewhere—and when we 
arrive there we shall “ stay put.” On Sunday, December 20, all members were at Christ 
Church in the morning for a special Toc H servoce. Padre Bill connected his Sunday-before- 
Christmas message with the spirit of Toc H. Jobs are not too easily found, but Padre Cawley 
of Mark IC, sends along suggestions ; hospital visiting, Scouts, Rovers, assisting families less 
fortunate than ourselves have been our chief jobs. (Pat Drew, the writer, “ being an old Talbot- 
ousian” sends a Special message to the “ Gen” and “ would like to hear from any of the Pop. 
relics.” His address i 540, Avenue Jay North, Saskatoon —Ep.) 


(c) Vanconver—Extraé from a letter, dated November 29, to Tubby from Harry Logan :— 
“ We really have made a beginning of work in a corporate way (most of our members have 
already on their hands some more or less intensive job in the spirit of Toc H). At our regular 
meeting on November 3—-having made previous diligent enquiries—we decided to offer the 
services of our Group as an auxiliary to the local association which calls itself the Western 
Institute of the Blind. Our offer was gladly accepted and a beginning was made on November 
19 when we joined with the Institute in a social evening, we providing transportation, enter- 
tainments and refreshments. Our boys were splendid beyond words . . . and I do feel 
we have a better chance of making it go here now that we have seen an opening through which 
we may enter to keep our ‘ hands busy.’ . . . We had a visit on O&ober 13 from Dr. Rendall 
(the late Headmaster of Winchester). He was here in conneétion with Rhodes Scholarship 
work, and he and a young Wykehamist (New College), travelling with him, came along to our 
regular meeting that night. Dr. R. spoke very intimately of Toc H and very beautifully, 
and did much (without knowing it, perhaps) to strengthen feeble knees of members. We appre- 
ciate his coming to us no end, as he was very busy and might reasonably have begged off.” 


INDIA AND CEYLON: (a) Bombay “ 1.”—Extraé from a letter, of December 11, to Tubby 
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from Charles Carmichael, Secretary of the Group :— We really have not done much yet. 


“There have been only two weekly Group meetings since you left, at both of which much was 


discussed, and we are getting to know one another better. I felt really bucked after the 
last one. . . . As you know I am off to Calcutta for Christmas, but Botterill (the new jobmatter) 
has one or two jobs for those staying in Bombay over Christmas week—-so it really looks as if we 
are beginning in earnest... . It will be a lot of help to us here if I can see the lines upon which 
they are working in Calcutta . . . On next Group meeting is on Tuesday at St. Xavier’s College, 
where we are to help Moraes and Father Duhr in the formation of their Group. . . . As you 
advised, we are going slowly, but I don’t think you need have any fear of our ultimate success 
in Bombay....” 


(b) Bombay “ II” —The Group at St. Xavier's College to which Carmichael refers t a very 
interefing development—a Group of Roman Catholic Indian Christians, working within their 
College, but in co-operation with the other Group outside. In a letter to Tubby, written on Chrismas 
Day, Frank Moraes writes : “We have had our initiation—what a jolly night that was! 
Carmichael was there and Botterill and Reid and Flanders and Champion (i.e, members of 
‘ Bombay 1°). Reid conduéted the rites, and I must say it was very impressive.” He then 
gives a list of members, with Frank Oss as Secretary and Father Duhr, S. J., as Jobmaster and 
Padre. “After much deliberation we hit on concentrating our activities on the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul for the Poor. We have done a little work already, helping at the annual 
breakfast given to the poor by the Society. It was fine work and we felt nice after. There were 
types there—frail, little women, nice quiet and homely, and others not quite so respectable: 
they brought us in touch with their real condition. 1 think we could do quite a lot here and 
learn quite a lot also.” He goes on to order badges and Journats. So “ there they are— 
amazingly |” as Tubby comments. 


(c) Madras.—Subsequent to the flying visits of Tubby and Pat to the Capital of the be- 
nighted province of Madras, a strong group has been formed and sends its “ Salaams.” Four 
original members have now swelled to fourteen, and although only formed a week, our first 
meeting has discovered that Toc H can be adapted to the conditions in Madras and break down 
barriers that exist. The Toc H spirit is the thing that is needed to pull India, along with 
all other great countries, from out of the unrest prevailing. The usual prattice in India, is for 
all new things (and Toc H is new to most out here) to be a nine days’ wonder, but the seeds 
are sown and a flourishing branch of the grand old tree will soon be giving its much-needed 
shade to “Old Madras.” R. C13 


(d) Ceylon—Extratt from a letter, dated December 21, to Peter Monie from Alec Paterson :— 
“We left Ceylon a fortnight ago, and I should have written before, if it had not been for the 
well-known hospitality of the East, to tell you our further experiences of Toc H in the spicy 
Island. After the rather stiff meeting of the Colombo Branch which we attended, it seems that 
they rallied a few of the younger men, both brown and white, and thus the first Group has 
become a little more representative, ... I believe that the Group is now going ahead and will 

-establish itself in time. We had some conversation after the meeting with one or two old 
friends, who are unwilling to join it because the Sinhalese are being admitted to membership. 
I tried to shake them in their opposition, but had not altogether succeeded before we left Ceylon. 
They are good men, and it is a great pity not to get them. We have been just four weeks ia 
the East, and you can imagine how much we know about the Native Question! The men, 
however, whose opinion I should be inclined to value most out here, are quite clear that if 
Toc H is to be Toc H, men of all colours must be included, so long as they subscribe genuinely 
to the religious basis. We attended a meeting of the Group at Kandy. They were a much 
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more representative lot of people, including brown and white, young and old. They asked 
me if I had any suggestions to make as to what they should begin to do, which was rather 
absurd as we had only been in Kandy a couple of days. It so happened, however, that 
I had been rather struck with the work done by the police of Ceylon in organising clubs and 
hostels for homeless lads in the streets. I asked the district Magistrate at the meeting whether 
there were any lads sleeping in the streets of Kandy, and he said that there were forty or fifty 
of them, and that they frequently appeared at his Court charged with sleeping on the verandahs 
of houses. The meeting took up the idea and formed a committee to go into the possibility 
of Starting such a club. It may be rather an ambitious venture for a Group that is only a few 
weeks old, but it will probably be a good thing for the future of the movement, if there was a 
solid piece of work with Toc H written across it, being carried out by a group of Sinhalese and 
Europeans. Such a job cannot be effectually done unless the two races do co-operate. We 
have now started our four months in Burma, where nobody seems to know much about Toc H. 
We shall be trekking round the villages most of our time, and I am afraid I shall not find 
the opportunity to do much pioneer work in this country.” 

Extrat from a letter, dated December 22, to Tubby from Gerald Streatfield, Secretary of Kandy 
Group :—“ Since your departure we have had two other meetings, one for Alec Pat, to which 
a good crowd came and which led to several decisions, including a possible club for youths 
who come into the hands of the Police or Probation Officers. The growth of the Group to 
sufficient size to make the doing of these jobs possible is my greatest anxiety, especially on the 
Sinhalese side. . . . On the suggestion of Charles Marks, we had a great evening on Saturday 
(December 19). Charles and I, assisted by Hardy, went round some of the Kandy slums 
(I write during intermittent glances at the crocodile close to the island just opposite the 
verandah l) and distributed 108 tickets to boys between about the ages of 6 and 13, inscribed 
with the word “ Feed,” and instructing them to come to Asgirage (?) at 4.30. We arrived 
there about 3.45 and found the place already swarming. We then gave them a big feed of 
buns and ‘ dodali’ and plantains and sweets, and tea. This was a Toc H show, and all were 


asked to be present if possible and to contribute a few rupees... . After tea we played 5o a side 
Rugger over the whole of Asgirage. It was a wonderful sight... . After that the boys played 
Soccer and finally gave us repeated cheers. . . . We don’t meet again until January 12—the 


Committee will meet before that and hear the report of the Sub-committee for the police boys’ 
club, and also the report of a Sub-committee on co-operative credit societies. ...” 


MALAY PENINSULA: (a) F.M.S. Branch, Kuala Lumpur Wing—Tubby has left 
us full of enthusiasm. Whilst he was with us we had a wonderful time. The Masonic 
Hall was crowded for the public meeting ; the Group meeting was most successful, whilst the 
dinner put up by the Ex-Service Association of Malaya was a delightful function. On 
Armistice Day we paraded at the Cenotaph and placed thereon a wreath in the name of Toc H. 
November 25 was a happy occasion, when the Bishop of Singapore was the guest of the evening 
at the abode of Padre Roberts. After dinner we opened proceedings in due form with the 
Lighting of the Lamp, and then proceeded to business. Our pet topic—the establishing of a 
Mark or hostel, was again discussed, but no decision arrived at. The Bishop raised the item 
which was one of the first things we attempted to tackle when the wing started—that of wel- 
coming the stranger within our gates—in other words assisting the junior on his arrival in 
the country. It was decided that every member of Toc H should treat this as a personal 
matter and do all in his power to give newcomers opportunities of meeting people of the right 
type. We have hit upon a scheme which we hope will find favour in the eyes of our Singapore 
friends. This is to ask the Singapore Wing to send us up parties of fellows who would like 
to see the country. The idea is that six or eight should be sent up, care being taken to see 
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that a suitable crowd come at one time, e.g., the first party might consist of Tommies from the 
garrison, the next of mercantile assistants, the next of Bluejackets, and soon. We would 
meet them at Kuala Lumpur on Saturday, arrange for their entertainment over the week-end 
and send them on their way on Sunday night. Puar. 


(b) Penang (Strait Settlements)—Following a visit from Tubby in O&ober we gave birth 
to four and a Padre. On November 21, Tubby’s brother “ R.J.B.” very kindly came all 
the way (270 miles) from Teluk Anson to initiate these five—andifound on arrival that the 
“ five” had increased to nine! He not only came, but brought the F.M.S. Lamp, an honour 
to these new born babies which was much appreciated. The average age amongst us is about 
30; later we hope to collet the younger lads. A few words about Tubby in Penang—he 
met all the ex-Service men on the night of his arrival, and the next afternoon he gave a few 
words in the Town Hall, with our Resident Councillor, Hon. W. Peel, in the chair. We see it 
said in one of the JourNats that it is against Toc H principles to express votes of thanks— 
but this Group does thank Tubby and R.J.B. We look towards Headquarters for our Rush- 
light: when it arrives it will be one leg towards the Lamp. B.G. 


NEW ZEALAND.—Charles Clarke (“ C2,” late of Mark 1) writes on December 21, the day 
after the New Zealand Birthday Feftival, which included services and a Conference (see p. 73). 
“Tt would have warmed the cockles of your heart to have seen the enthusiasm at our meetings 
and Services on Saturday and yesterday—it was grand, and one realised how thoroughly the 
Toc H spirit had found root in New Zealand. Horace Dyer, late of Cardiff, was with us and 
so was Padre Coats. Horace with his previous experience of Cardiff and its workings, was of 
the greatest possible assistance to us in our deliberations, and Padre Coats by his sane enthusi- 
asm guided us to the right channels. The open Guest-night at the Barn, on Saturday, 
reminded me vividly of those great nights in December, 1922, and January, 1923, at Mark I— 
nothing could have exceeded their splendid spirits. Nearly 1oo in all attended. ‘The 
“atmosphere ’ was Toc H atmosphere from start to finish. At the celebrations on Sunday a 
full muster of members attended—eleven C. of E. members at St. Mark’s, and eight N.C’s 
at the Terrace Congregational Church. At our Thanksgiving Service at St. Mark’s on Sunday 
afternoon, nearly 150 friends forgathered to listen to our beloved Padre, Canon Fielden Taylor. 
You could have heard a pin drop while he was speaking—he gave us of his best, and that is 
putting it mildly. You will see by the etceteras (a copy of the printed service and newspaper 
cuttings) which are enclosed, that Padres Fry, Fielden Taylor, Coats, Weeks (Congregational), 
Emmitt (Methodist) were present, and Archdeacon Innes- Jones gave the blessing. We are all 
just full of profound thankfulness for the wonderful way in which the work has been blessed.” 
Walter Kerr wrote in anticipation to Tubby, on Ofober 19, from Christchurch, N.Z. : “The 
Birthday of Toc H will be wonderful! The happy day will start in New Zealand. We shall 
not have finished our Service at St. Mark’s before the East Coast of Australia will be carrying 
on, and as the world rolls on comes Singapore, India, Africa, and now the great service at All 
Hallows. Before your Birthday service is over, Canada will be carrying on the same Birthday 
service that New Zealand started twenty-one hours previously ! ” 


SOUTH AMERICA.—(a) Buenos Aires: Lake Lake, who sails for England on R.M.S.P.Andes 
on March 13, writes a long letter to Peter Monie on December 19, in the course of which he goes 
into the business details of Mark I, South America, which is now purchased and will very soonbe 
opened : “ The establishment of this House in Buenos Aires,” he goes on, “‘ will mean every- 
thing to Toc H in South America. . . . Yesterday a new chairman and committee took charge 
of the Buenos Aires Branch. The chairman is Archdeacon Hodges, who will a& for the next 
three months as being the next in rotation on the list of Founding Members. . . . As regards 
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the field outside Buenos Aires, things are progressing well, but necessarily slowly, owing to 
the distances involved and difficulty of communication. . . .” He then speaks of progress 
in Mendoza and Rosario and the possibilities, through visiting members, at Sao Paolo, Rio and 
Punta Arenas, and says that the starting of “ Toc Emmas ” in South America is being dis- 
cussed and will be encouraged. “We held our Birthday Meeting last night, as for various 
reasons we could not conveniently have it on the Saturday. . . . It was a very successful 
evening in every way. It took the form of a dinner in the same room where we received the 
Prince when he came to see us. We dined fifty strong. . . . A cable from Pat and Tubby 
to us and to Mendoza and Rosario arrived this morning and will be most welcome to the 
troops.” 


(b) Mendoza.—Lake Lake forwards to H.Q. a letter to him, dated December 29, from Savile 
Barton, the Secretary, who says: “ The whole British community has been busy over the 
English Fair that was got up to raise funds for the newly-formed English School. The starting 
of the School and the organising of the Fair were almost entirely due to the efforts of two of 
our members, As a result of the Fair the School finds itself the sudden possessor of about 
8,000 dollars—a very good effort taking into account the fa& that the entire British population 
here does not exceed 250, including infants in arms. . . . Toc H here organised and ran the 
children’s sports held in the Pacific Club ground in celebration of Armistice Day. The whole 
evening went off very well. . . . The Mendoza Group now hold their monthly meetings on the 
Tuesday evening following Padre Hutching’s monthly visit to Mendoza (usually the fourth 
Sunday). The meeting is preceded by supper at the Pacific Station Buffet between 19 and 19.30 
hours, price 2 dollars, including Mendoza wine. We are anxiously awaiting news of our 
Rushlight, as we feel we would rather get our older members initiated and our house in 
order before much extension is carried out.” 


(c) Rosario— Although nearly two-hundred miles from our Mother Branch, in Buenos 
Aires, flying visits have been paid by Lake, who on one occasion brought the Lamp to initiate 
us. As previously stated in the Buenos Aires letter, the first ceremony of Light attended by the 
Group, was conducted by H.R.H. our Patron, and will always be remembered by those who 
were fortunate enough to be present. There we also met our next nearest neighbours, the 
Mendoza Group (470 miles as the crow flies). Jobs are not lacking as the attached Job List 
shows, visiting the Argentine Hospitals being first and foremost. This has been greatly 
appreciated by the sailors who were patients, as in the past they were sometimes weeks without 
English literature, or anyone to converse with them in that language A Troup of Boy Scouts 
has also been formed, absorbing the elegible boys from the English School, with Holden and 
Hotham as Scout Masters. The Mission to Seamen have also called for assistance and a weekly 
sing-song has started in spite of the deplorable lack of talent, there being more crows than 
nightingales, but the slogan “ Sailors don’t care” is well lived up to and choruses are well 
cawed and encored. The General Manager and Staff of the Central Argentine Railway, to 
which most of the Group belong, have taken a keen interest in the movement, and are doing all 
they can to make its stay in the Argentine a permanent one. C. BUAYE: 


UNITED STATES : New York.—Fifteen of the New York Group got a vivid pitture of the 
Birthday Festival at a meeting on January 14, from Seth L. Pierrepont, who crossed the ocean 
to attend it. Surely it was an enviable experience that he told us. Our representatives are 
declaring it the event of their lives, with consequent arguments with their wives about at 
least one other event : so far as is known, however, they have held their ground—such is the 
courage which Toc H inspires in those who come under its spell! Certainly Seth Pierrepont 
brought to us the joy and wonder of Toc Hjand the’ Festival, and we felt all the more a part of 
the family. ‘The Padre has been the happy recipient of visits from four members of the Dock 
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House at Southampton. Burt Nash from the Berengaria. and Dickson (“ Dixie”), Bee! 
Strangeward, and Hoot Gibson from the Majestic. Their visits have put the whole problem 
of a hostel for boys in New York up to our group. We are keen for it, but are debating the 
wisdom of having the beginning of Toc H linked too clearly to a specific job. However, that 
detail is not going to stand in the way very long, and we shall find some way of meeting the 
need of so many fine boys. P.G. 


The League of Women Helpers 


DURHAM.—A group of the L.W.H. has been in existence here for about four months. The 
most important job undertaken has been the foundation of a club for the poor girls of the 
City, known as the “ Homely Club.” Its membership has increased from ten girls to nearly 
four times that number in the first two months. It meets at present only once a week— 
from 7 to 9 p.m., the first hour devoted to work and the second to games, &c.—but we have 
big ideas for the future. Various social evenings, whist drives, &c., have been organised to 
help the funds of Toc H and L.W.H., and two of our members were responsible for the Toc H 
Branch Banner. W. J.C. 


LONDON, NORTH.—North London have not reported in the Journax for nearly a year 
and this is a frantic attempt on the part of the Hon. Secretary to save her face before she 
leaves for S. Africa. We have nothing very original to say for ourselves. Jobs much as 
usual—Making and Mending for Mark VII, Care Committee and After-Care work, Children’s 
Country Holiday Fund, Secretarial, Girls’ and Men’s Lunch Clubs, and the usual varied 
assortment of odd jobs. The Rhyl Street Old Girls’ Club is now going strong. Numbers have 
risen from 20 or 25, to 40 or thereabouts. Finance is, as always, a knotty problem, but as a 
result of our share in the big L.W.H. bazaar and of a small sale of our own, which we held later 
on, we have been able to do our bit towards the providing of gym. dresses which were badly 
needed, Our Intercession Service will be held in future on the rst Wednesday of each month 
at 6.45 p.m. in Mark VII Chapel. Branch meetings, apart from New June Guest-nights, 
are held quarterly. Will members please note that in the absence of the Hon. Secretary, 
the following will aé& in her place :—Hon. Secretary, Miss Poole, 60, Gloucester Place, W.1 ; 
Jobmaster, Miss Eden, 45, Circus Road Mansions, N.W.8 ; Treasurer, Miss J. Cross, 10, Surrey 
Road, Harrow. N. H. E. 


LONDON, E.C. BRANCH.—Padre Brochner was the Branch’s first guest this season on 
Oétobet 19, and as he had only arrived from Ypres that morning he was able to tell us all that 
Toc H was doing and hoped to do in Ypres in the future. On Sunday, November 29, Dame 
Katharine Furse, G.B.E., Chief Sea Guide, was our guest. While talking about being “ Pre- 
pared for Emergencies” Dame Katharine gave us some of her War experiences which were 
very interesting. Dame Katharine pointed out the Guides were very short of Guiders and 
hoped that L.W.H. might be able to help in this dire€tion. The Branch party at New Juneon 
January 5 was a huge success. Nearly 70 people managed to squeeze into the Club room 
when the Christmas tree was divested of its bon-bons and sweets. After all the revelry, 
Padre Hope gave a New Year’s message on “ Love and Perseverance.” At the meeting 
on Sunday afternoon, January 10, Miss Dorothy Maud, who is a member of the Branch, came 
and chatted to us about her dream of a “ New June ” for Johannesburg. Miss Maud asks alf 
L.W.H. to remember her and her work in their prayers. She says she knows perfettly well 
her dream will come true, because we at home are going to think and pray about it. Miss 
Maud is going first to Zululand and then on to Johannesburg, and will be away five years 
working among the native girls. She sails on February 11. M. R.S. 
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